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j ellogg Telephone Carrier Systems are de- 
igned to provide additional circuits over 
isting voice-frequency lines without an in- 


ease in outside plant facilities. 


hat means you can step-up your rural sub- 
‘tiber loop facilities by simply adding Kel- 
ogg Carrier. That's all you need to add! It 


in be used on either copper or iron open- 











ire lines or non-loaded cable circuits. 


oice and carrier out-put level are the only 


djustments you make in the field. All others 





te pre-set before shipment from Kellogg’s 





actory. 














Write today for complete details about how 


ellogg Carrier can serve you. 





KELLOGG SWITCHBOARD AND SUPPLY COMPANY 


MAIL COUPON 6650 So. Cicero Avenue, Chicago 38, Illinois 


Today 


FOR FULL DETAILS ADDRESS 


Please send me complete information about Kellogg Carrier. 
NAME 


COMPANY 


CITY 
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ONLY A CABLE, NOT A COFFIN. An Ohio telephone splicer 
and his helper carefully replaced the dirt in the 6 ft. by 2 ft. 
trench they had dug. They had just changed the load coil in the 
Miamisburg trunk cable. 

Two weeks later a farmer noticed the freshly filled “grave.” He 
called two deputy sheriffs, who drove out to investigate. For an 
hour picks and shovels flew. They finally found the “‘coffin’—the 
trunk cable. 

The next day, a cable repair foreman read of the “phone-y 
grave” in the newspaper. He drove out to investigate. More shovel- 
ing. His hunch was right—the sheriffs had damaged the cable 
but fortunately no trouble had occurred. It was repaired and the 
dirt replaced. Now members of the construction force have their 
fingers crossed, because they have been digging quite a few of 
these “graves.” 


DOWN WHERE THE FISHIES PLAY. When Dr. Otis Barton, 


marine explorer, descended in a steel sphere to a record depth of 
4,500 ft., nearly a mile, in the ocean off the California coast he 
was able by telephone to give a running account of all the wonders 
of the deep which he saw. 

In the 7,000-pound diving ball, known as a “benthescope,” 
lowered by crane from a barge, he chatted continuously with his 
companions above. 

At various depths he described numerous kinds of weird crea- 
tures, including luminous fish, some of them “brilliantly-lighted.” 
In the lower depths Dr. Barton found that it was quite cold and 
over the telephone his companions above could hear his teeth 
chatter. 

Attached to the five-eighth-inch cable, by which the diving ball 
was lowered, were power lines as well as the telephone wires. But at 
the 4,000-ft. depth the lights failed, so he was in darkness during 
the rest of his journey down. 


THAT PERSONAL TOUCH. A man called Chicago police re- 
cently to report that an attempted burglary had been halted and 
the prisoner was in custody. 

Then the caller asked the police sergeant to send a patrol wagon 
to take the burglar to jail. 

When the sergeant asked the name of the complainant, the caller 


oer 


said: “This is the burglar.” 

The sergeant suspected he was being the butt of a joke but he 
sent a police squad to the address and found the caller. He was 
identified as an ex-convict, who, police discovered, had a_ prison 
record dating to 1935. 

Before the burglar was taken to jail he was given first aid treat- 
ment at a hospital for cuts on his hand and bruises on his face. 
They were inflicted, police learned, by his captor, a husky 22-year- 
old truck driver, who forced him to call the police. 


HOW TRUE. In a recent letter to The Chicago Tribune, a tele- 
phone subscriber claims that evidence is still available to prove 
that women are the gentler sex. 

“For proof, anyone can go to the nearest telephone and chat 
with the operator.” he writes. “‘He can scout graduates of the best 
women’s colleges and Vll bet none will excel and few equal the 
clear diction and controlled inflection of 99.9 per cent of the tele- 
phone operators.” 
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To Deduct or Not to Deduct? 


Alvin ( Reis of that court, has de 
led that the Wisconsin commissio1 
perly deducted the full amount of 
e Community Telephone Co.’s depre- 
tor eserve from the original cost 
rder to arrive at a “rate base.” 
Upon this rate base, the commissio1 


ermined the fairness of the com- 


‘ge fit or “return” at 6), pel 
] net result oa fo authorize 
é e orf § 7 phe OTe lé le phone 
WL) rate “is compared oot 
ch the company figured it 

ont ?t f 


huwmau oft a rate MHCTEOEUSE, 


full 


n of depreciation book re- 


OT principle ot and abso- 


niginal cost could become 





Femen important, if it were to 
Boome ersal and uniform practice 
selep rate cases. The court con- 
Med th t is still an open question, 
Bo that least one U. S. Supreme 


on forbids such arbitrary 
rhe Wisconsin court wants 
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HE recent decision of the Wisco1 
sin Circuit Court for Dane County 
has raised a new question of 
ethe i state public service com 
ssion can turn over the job of fixing 
lity rates to a battery of account- 
ts and bookkeepers, regardless of 
nomic consequences. In his usual 
id and informative style, Judge 


¢ Terence, an amount of $36, 
DY, sents almost the amount at 
‘termining the question of 
ethe ‘ commissio} should o1 
subtract the company’s de 
eserve from its original 
f see that t S quesTtior as 
t deduct o not to deduct 
hi a utility ite case Cal 
i I Ss ¢ l te ms I esulting 
e ‘ 
T 9 
‘Nis cular company’s operations 
c ely modest, as compared 
S at larger Independent and 
Bell te e companies. But the im- 


Wisconsin Circuit Court's decision in Community Telephone 

Co. case reviewed. . . . Discusses court's theory upholding 

commission in deducting full amount of depreciation reserve 
from original cost in order to arrive at a rate base. 


this decision overruled and plainly said 
sO), 

did not flinch 
consequences of the drastic applicatio 
of the Indeed, 
he voluntarily result, 


tele 


J udge Reis 


principle he approved. 
the 
Bell 


roliowilng passage: 


projected 
the 


phone system, in the 


theoretically, to entire 


“As to American Telephone & 
graph Co. and its subsidiary Bell 
which constitute the majo. 
group in this country’s telephone sys 
tem—the ultimate 
the theoretical 


lele- 
com 


pahies 


have 
affecting 93 


decisio} aces 
chance of 
million dollars annually in the 
account of the Bell organization—95 
million either in favor of 
tomers or 95 


f AT&T’s 


income 


telephone cus 
million to the interests 


holders, oO} 


security some 
apportionment between the two. 

‘A consolidated balance sheet of the 
AT&T system, as of a relatively recent 
date, snows ae preciation reserve ot 
$1,444,262,051. (Taken from 1943 Re 
ort of Committee on Depreciation, Na 
tional Association of Railroad & Utih 
ties Commissioners, p. 155.) 

“A Hts per cent retur? allowed by 
the public service commissio1 I the 
‘Community’s’ order now under review 

this rate of return upon $1,444,262 
O51 figures out to $93,877,033.51 So 
that if the billion, 400 n ns of de 
reciation reserve must r cluded ! 
1 DOO cost ate base ere are ate 

cre ¢ pOSSIDIe« mal ry ons 

t ut f Yo gquaere nerea 

r | 1()() mi S i rT ¢ 

( i 7 m bo cost aS a te base 
he i crease ure ssibilities 

at n 10 ga ( mut of 9 
tne Same que I ( eve iallt r 
/ dual Co pany co é é 

In other words, if full deduction of 
depreciation reserve from original cost 


became the invariable rule in telephone 


rate cases, we might udde nly be con 
fronted with a_ situation where tele 
phone rates would have to be coming 
down, instead of going up as they are 


doing in most states today! 


And that 
alone ought to alert the practical tele- 


from the 





phone man or woman to the possibility 
that there is something wrong in Den 
mark. Even though he or she may 
be fond of the 


elusive concepts of various depreciation 


not 


pursuing somewhat 


theories. 


The Case of Jones vs. Fox 
At the 


versimplification, 


risk of somewhat atrocious 


your correspondent 
vill attempt to analyze just what goes 
mn here—in this argument over whether 


a company’s depreciation reserve ought 


to be deducted or not deducted. 
Let us assume that a man by the 
name of Jones has built himself a nice 


new garage which him 


$1,000. Let us assume 


flashes of 


cost exactly 
that, by 


statistical 


some 
brilliant precision 


found only among the tribe of ac 
countants and bookkeepers, it has been 
that the life of 
will be 10 years—no 


And to 


ample, let us 


defined exact age this 


vraraye 


more, no 
furthe 


less simplify 
that 


deductible 


our ex 


assume there is no 


salvage value o1 land value 


or othe 


brand 


have a 
$1,000, 


complications. So, we 


new building, costing 
which will become absolutely extinct, at 
the 


end of the last day of 


zero value, precisely on stroke of 


midnight at the 
10th 


the year. 


point, Mr. 


wants to 


At this 
picture. He 


tl 


Fox enters the 


the use of 
full 

make a 
But 


countel 


nave 


ie Jones garage for the 10-yeal 


period. Jones wants to lease, 
f regular monthly rental. Fox 


or a 


s well-named and he 


makes a 


proposal. 


I te ou what I will do,” says Fox, 
ibbing his hands, “I will give you a 5 
€! ‘ent eturn oO} your investment 
er the full 10 years. That is more 
thal ou can get on your money a lot 
f places these days for a certainty.” 


“That is all 


very fine,” says Jones, 
“but where would I be at the end of 
10 years? At 5 per cent on $1,000 a 
year I would have $500. But my thou 


sand-dollars investment would be de 
stroyed with the end of my garage.” 
“IT was coming 


little 


to that,” said 


“In 


Fox a: 


ruefully. addition to 5 


per 
cent on your investment—as an out 
and out profit for you—I am willing 
to give you $100 a year for 10 years, 


9 








which you can lay aside as a depre- during this revelation of the deductible lems, involved in deducting straight othe 
ciation reserve. Actually you can do depreciation by Mr. Fox. line depreciation from original cost, ¢ ri 
anything you please with it. But at “Look here,” says Jones, “I figured the basis of book reserve, in utilitfeain 
the end of 10 years I will have re- that I would wind up this 10-year deal rate cases are at least roughly demf plac 
turned to you your complete invest- with my original $1,000 investment, onstrated. Where Jones “got the bus 7. 
ment, so that you will be able to build plus $500 profit at the annual earning ness,” of course, was in failing (1) te otir 
another garage somewhere else if you pate of 5 per cent. But now I wind anticipate the extra expenses which ha@f¢ ¢] 
please. Over and above that, you will up with 2% per cent profit. Shucks, to come out of his earnings, and (2) iffof a 
get your 5 per cent every year.” I could get more than that if I had re to make — ee thi my 
“That sounds like a fair deal,” says invested in first mortgages, high-grade reinvestment of the funds in the depr begi 
Jones. He figures that, at $50 a year negotiable bonds or some building asso- ciation reserve, as soon as they becam#)jan 
for 10 years, plus a thousand that ciation, instead of all the bother and available, ore on ee Se ee ~ 
would be built up as a depreciation re- fuss of building and maintaining a least yield him the same nt et 
serve, he would have $1,500, theoreti- garage.” profit that they would soe earned, otit 
cally, to show for his original thou- “Thaels andy trae oc to 2076 evel —— were left in an undepreciated rat@,; 
sand dollars. So the deal is made and which | paid to you,” replied Fox, oe P ad 
Fox goes into possession. Jones tells “byt don’t overlook the fact that you Unfortunately, in practical — repl: 
Fox to deposit the annual payments to had an increasing fund in the reserve, operations it is not always possible { 
his credit, and being a busy man, turns which you could have invested else- 2% telephone company to overcome thesd Jt 
to other affairs—assuming that Fox where at a profit. The fund was un- ‘t¥° imponderable factors. arg 
will carry out the agreement. der your control not mine. If you First, there is the fact that no matqclat 


At this point, of course, we have to 
stretch our imagination a bit and as- 
sume that Jones did not bother to check 
on Fox until the end of the 10-year 
period. When he does, he finds that 
instead of $1,500, which he expected 
to be credited to his account by Fox, 
the latter had paid in only $1,275. So 
Jones tackles Fox for the other $225. 

“I told you I would pay 5 per cent 
on your investment,” says Fox. 


“That is right,” says Jones. “My 
investment was $1,000 so that 5 per 
cent would be $50 a year, making a 


total of $500 for the full term. 
on, where is the rest of it?” 


Come 


“You are obviously overlooking the 
fact, Mr. Jones, that your ‘investment’ 
depreciated 10 per cent every year,” 
smirked Mr. Fox. “You see every year 
found the life of the property extin- 
guished by 10 per cent. And that 10 
per cent I paid over to you, each year, 
in the form of $100 for your deprecia- 
tion fund. Let us put it this way. If 
your investment, new, was worth $1,000 
the first year, it was worth only $900 
the second year with only nine years of 
life expectancy. The difference of $100 
I had already returned to you.” 

“And since I agreed to give you 5 
per cent on your ‘investment’ it figures 
out at $50 for the first year only. For 
the second year it came to $45—or 5 
per cent on $900. The third year it 
‘ame to $40—and so on down through 
the until the last or 10th 
when remaining investment 
worth only a hundred dollars; so that 
I then paid you, as your ‘profit,’ the 
sum of $5.00. 


years- year 


your was 


Remember I only prom- 


ised to pay 5 per cent on your invest- 


ment, which dwindled through the 
years. I did not undertake to pay 
you anything on your depreciation re- 
serve, which inereased during’ the 


years,” says Fox. 


Jones has been busy with his pencil, 


10 


didn’t make good use of it, don’t blame 


me. 


“I don’t know whether I made good 


use of it or not,” said Jones. “It was 
mixed with my general funds and went 
into my general operations. And _ it 


doesn’t seem to me that that is any of 
your business.”’ 

“tt ient,”’ Fox. 
pointing out 
with your own money.” 


grinned “T am just 


what you could have done 


Jones suddenly lets out a gasp, as if 
something struck him in the head. 
think of 
my 


“T just happen to 
thing I did do 
he fumed. “I 


some 
with own money,” 
painted that blamed ga 
rage, and another time I fixed the roof. 
Altogether, the bill set 
$100. So, if I 
from this measly 
now I wind up with only 1%4 
return on my $1,000 investment 


the 10-year period. How that?” 


me back about 


subtract that expendi- 
profit ; 
per cent 


ture $275 
over 
about 
“That is very unfortunate for you,” 
Mr. Fox hat to 
leave. “It means that you either origi- 
nally agreed to a rate of depreciation 
which understated the full amount of 
required depreciation, or else you failed 


said picking up his 


somewhere along the line to make pro- 
for the extra maintenance out 
of your operating expenses. Either way 
you classify it, it has to come out of 
your It’s late to do 
anything about it now, as far as I am 
This is what is 
the ‘over-the-dam’ theory or 


vision 


earnings. too 


known as 
‘let’s let 


concerned. 


bygones be bygones.’” 


And that Mr. 
himself—leaving Mr. Jones to meditate 


with Fox was gone 
on the marvels of modern depreciation 


accounting. 


Practical Approach Needed 
Let it be repeated that the foregoing 
hypothesis probably errs in the form of 
over-simplification. But the main prob- 


ter how much the accountants ang 
bookkeepers pontificate about the sancg)ar 
tity of actuarial statistics, nobody hag@ucl 
yet demonstrated that actual deprecia nad 
tion experience has lived up to a preg?ase 
conceived pattern strictly according tg've 
dollars and cents. 

The age-life statisticians are prett 
and it 


good is generally accepted tl! 


depreciation based on age-life tal 
the 


annual 


is about most convenient way 


determine charges. 
certainly a lot more to be said for ag 
life for the sige 


engineering appraisal method of tr 


determination than 
to figure out depreciation from obs« 


physical deterioration of plant units 
But even Judge Reis’ opinions cite cas 
where depreciation reserves have bt 
both in 


ciation 


below actual de} 


Who pays 


accountants. 


excess and 
requirements. 
Not the 


fact is 


difference? 
The that a telepl 
plant is not a simple unit of propert 


plain 


such as a table or desk, which comeg 
into service and lives a certain life a 
is then discarded and 
The attorney of the (0 
munity Telephone Co. made this Pp 


very 


replaced as 4 


single unit. : 
4 Sk 
well in a communication 


dressed to Judge Reis, prior to 


Community Telephone decision, 


which he said: 


“The fact of the matter 1s a 
telephone company’s property 1s © I 


posed of different kinds and types ‘fitse 
units of property, all having differe., 
characteristics and serving <iffert il 
purposes and functions in the furns]” 
ing of service. These units of propel ass 
have varying service lives and the t"[the 
phone company is required ‘o m4 
from time to time, and at equi 
intervals, retirements and eplat 
ments of these various kinds a tail 
of property for reasons such as: “§, 
haustion of physical life, inade\vacy fe 
existing cable plant, requir ents : 
municipal or governmental a ort = 
subscribers’ requirements as wr me... 
telephone instruments, casua.‘ies * 
TEL! PHONE 





reque 
eplat 
1 ty? 
is: | 
uacy 
ents 
oritie 
type 
ies a 


>HON 


parently everybody agrees that a 


other causes. In other words, a tele- 
phone plant is not a single piece of 
equipment or property that lives a cer- 
tain life and then is retired and re- 
placed as a single unit, but is a complex 
aggregation of various types and kinds 
f equipment that require day-to-day 
etirement and replacement. Because 
of the character, type and composition 
f a telephone plant, a telephone com- 


_Bpany is required to make day-to-day 


ise of its depreciation reserve cash, 
beginning almost with the day the 
slant is placed in service. Conversely, 
the depreciation reserve does not ac- 
cumulate until it is equal to the cost 
f the property and then used in the 
etirement and replacement of the en- 
tire property as a unit, but portions 
f the reserve are used and must be 
ised in the day-by-day retirement and 
replacement of units of property.” 


It does not follow from the attorney’s 
argument that no deduction for depre- 
should ever be made, when an 
(Ap- 


de- 


ciation 


original eost rate base is used. 


for 
where a reproduction cost 
3ut there 
deduction of 


luction depreciation has to be 


nade, rate 
alterna- 
the full 


instance. 


used.) 

blind 

lepreciation 
The 


vell inquire as to what the actual de- 


ase 18 


are 
ives to a 
reserve in every 


courts and commissions might 


ireciation requirements have been. In 


Wisconsin, a sinking-fund basis has 
een worked out which ends a lot of 
the argument right there. An _ unde- 
reciated rate base is used. In Mis- 


sour, 


commission does deduct 
the original invest- 
nent for depreciation, but, on the other 


and, 


the not 


my amount from 


has required the utility com- 


any to pay back something to its cus- 
‘tomers for company use of funds in 
he depreciation reserve. That seems 
) be working out very well. Louisiana 
as adjustment in the return rate ap- 


Nicable to its special formula of “pru- 


investment.” 


Al Vv blind o1 


extreme application of 


ese variable practices can conceivably 
ead t injust consequences. At the 
sk of being disgraced as an unre- 
enta economic heretic, this writer 
entures to say that even the original 
Ost basis of rate making can be re- 
iced an utter absurdity. (As _ in 
the ¢ of a severe monetary infla- 
on.) 

Th 


“water-over-the-dam” theory, 


tself, be cited to show how incon- 
sister urts can be, in dealing with 
a ut company’s equities in rate 
Cases idge Reis said on this point in 
th . . " ‘ 

e@ ( nunity Telephone Case: 

. etitioner in the case at bar 
Pade 1unity Telephone Co. main- 
my it there is no equity in deduct- 
inp } . “17 o Md 
6 t eserve in its case because the 
sean ; ; 

i in the past has paid very 
te lividends and accordingly, it 
“9 P ° ” 
— ts depreciation reserve has 
een 


up out of benefits withheld 
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from the stockholders, who should not 
be penalized therefor. 

“There is some justice in the claim 
but unfortunately the circumstance 
that the company failed to pay enough 
dividends in the past, is ‘water over 
the dam.’ The company, _ perhaps, 
should have had its rates increased in 
earlier years. Present and future sub- 
scribers ought not be required to pay 


disproportionately, because past cus- 
tomers were left off too easy.” 
Now compare this with what the 


Superior Court of Pennsylvania did in 
the Blue Mountain Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. Case (with the subsequent 
approval of the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court). In that the 
vania telephone system 


case, Pennsy]l- 


property was 
owned by a single stockholder interest, 
which also lent money to the telephone 
The Pennsylvania lower 

that, in the 
telephone company’s single stockholder 
had 


company. 


court found past years, 


used his dominating position to 
get a greater rate of interest on money 
which he loaned to the telephone com- 
than it have obtained 


from outside banks or other independ- 


pany, could 


ent financial sources. This all happened 


years back. It was certainly ‘“‘water 
over the dam.” But it did not prevent 
the Pennsylvania commission and 


courts from cracking down on the com- 
pany. Consider the following language 
from the decision of Pennsylvania Su- 
perior Court Judge J. Arnold: 

All from 


told, 1938 through 


REA CO-OPS $ 
IN POWER FIE 


Na 


operatives on 


REA electric 
Nov. 22, Claude R. 

Wickard, administrator of the Rural 
Electrification Administration, declared 


statement to co- 


it was his opinion that electric coopera- 
tives should confine their operations to 


the power service field rather than 
enter the telephone business. 
Quoting from his testimony before 


Congress when it was considering the 
loan 


that he 


rural 
Wickard 


recently-enacted 


Mr. 


telephone 


act, stated 


thought it “wise to give preference to 


the 
business (telephone) and who are will- 
ing to do 


those people who are already in 
everything practicable to 
furnish satisfactory telephone service.” 
In fact, Mr. Wickard pointed out in 
the release that, according to the act, 
“we are required, in making loans, to 
give preference” to those organizations 
already providing telephone service. 
Mr. Wickard’s pronouncement, which 


is assumed to constitute REA policy, 


should be of particular interest to the 


1947, interest and dividends have to- 
taled $210,000, or approximately $21,- 
000 a year, and, as we have said, the 
excessive interest approximates 5 
000. It is, therefore, quite apparent 
that little of the revenues of this com- 
pany has gone into the betterment of 
service, and it was stated in argument 
that as many as 12 persons are on one 
party line. If, as contended, appellant 
now needs money to build up its serv- 
ice, it is still true that the cost of the 
owner’s mistakes over the years can- 
not be passed on to the consumer.” 


$25,- 


the 
theory is something which is supposed 
to work exclusively for the benefit of 
the utility 


Evidently “water-over-the-dam” 


consumer, on a “heads-I- 


win-tails-you-lose” basis. The U. 5S. 
Supreme Court, itself, kicked the 
“water-over-the-dam” theory pretty 


hard in the famous Hope Case, which 
Judge Reis cites, strangely enough, as 
an authority for almost everything he 
does or everything he would like to do. 


To him the Hope Case is a sort of 
juridical bible for utility rate regula- 
tion from which “even the devil can 


quote Scripture to his purpose.” 
Such inconsistencies, generally at the 


expense of a utility company, recall 
the famous remark of the late U. 8. 
Senator Norris of Nebraska, a con- 


He once made a 
straightfaced that 
regulatory commissions should be able 
either the reproduction 
method of valuing utility property or 
the original cost 


may he lowe yl” 


OULD STAY 
—WICKARD 


telephone 


firmed utility baiter. 


perfectly proposal 


to use cost 


method “whichever 


industry at this time, as 


there have been instances where REA 
power co-ops have signified their de- 
sire to enter the telephone business 
through formation of telephone divi- 
sions or by acquiring existing tele- 
phone properties. 

The REA administrator’s full state- 
ment follows: 


“On Oct. 28 the President signed 
H. R. 2960, which assigns to REA au- 
thority and responsibility for a rural 
telephone loan program. 

“Copies of the 
amends the Rural 


new act (which 
Electrification Act), 
an explanatory statement and sum- 
mary of the act, and the President’s 
statement when he signed the legis- 
lation are enclosed for your informa- 
tion. 

“As you can well realize, we have not 
had sufficient time to formulate poli- 
cies and detailed procedures for placing 
this new loan program in operation. 
Many factors and problems will have 
to be carefully considered to make sure 
that we get off to a good start. And I 











am deeply aware of our obligation to 
continue to discharge, to the best of 
our ability, our responsibilities to our 
borrowers in the rural electrification 
program. 

“It is my plan to inform you from 
time to time of developments in this 
new program, particularly with regard 
to matters of special concern to you. 
But let me say at this time that the 
major contribution of electric co-ops 
to the new program seems to me, in 
the light of the provisions.of the new 
act and its legislative history, to lie 
in the direction of advising rural peo- 
ple regarding the possibility of getting 
telephone service through other local 
organizations. In other words, at this 
time it appears desirable that the elec- 
tric eooperatives confine their opera- 
tions to the power service field rather 
than enter the telephone business. 

“When Congress was considering the 
telephone bill, I made this statement 
which I consider a sound position: 


“*T personally want to state that 
if I were in charge of a program to 
make loans for rural telephone serv- 
ice, I would think it wise to give 
preference to those people who are 
already in the business and who are 
willing to do everything practicable 
to furnish satisfactory telephone 
service. And I can assure everyone 
that there is no intention on my 
part to make loans to rural electric 
co-ops which would put existing tele- 
phone companies out of business. 
As a matter of fact, few if any elec- 
tric co-ops have a desire, or are in a 
position to enter the telephone field 
at all.’ 

“Then there is the matter of ac- 
countability in the use of federal funds. 
Congress chose to distinguish between 
loan funds for financing electrification 
and loan funds for financing tele- 
phones. This emphasizes a point I 
consider to be important in the account- 
ing for the use of federal funds—that 
the funds be so handled that the man- 
ner in which they are used can _ be 
readily and clearly determined at all 
times. This is completely assured when 
they are handled through separate 
corporate arrangements. Consequently, 
from the standpoint of the government, 
it does not appear to me to be wise 
to make both telephone loans and elec- 
tric loans to the same borrower. 

“Moreover, the interests of the bor- 
rower would seem to justify the same 
conclusion. Even if all of the electric 
co-op members were actual or poten- 
tial subscribers to telephone service, 
operation of the two services by two 
separate organizations would be de- 
sirable. The membership of an electric 
cooperative will rarely be _ identical 
with that of a telephone co-op. This 
fact, in itself, is a fundamental] justifi- 
eation for an organization separate 
from the electric cooperative where a 
new system is necessary. 

“Finally, there are in many states 
substantial legal obstacles to electric 
cooperatives entering the telephone 
business. Further study will be neces- 
sary in each particular case to deter- 
mine the existence and extent of these 
obstacles. 

“According to the act, we are re- 
quired, in making loans, to give prefer- 
ence to applicants, both commercial 
and non-profit, already providing tele- 
phone service in rural areas, and to 
cooperative, non-profit, limited divi- 
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Texas Telephone Association, 
Plaza Hotel, San Antonio, Mar. 


6, 7, and 8, 1950. 


Kentucky Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Phoenix Ho- 
tel, Lexington, Mar. 14, 1950. 


Illinois Telephone Association, 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel, Spring- 
field, Mar. 22 and 23, 1950. 


Nebraska Associa- 
tion, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, Mar. 
28 and 29, 1950. 


Telephone 


lowa Independent Telephone 
Association, Fort Des Moines, Des 
Moines, Apr. 4 and 5, 1950. 
National Executives’ Conference 


(United States Independent Tele- 





COMING 1950 CONVENTIONS 


Ohio Independent Telephone 
Deshler-Wallick Ho- 
tel, Columbus, Apr. 24, 25, and 
26, 1950. 


Association, 


Indiana Telephone Association, 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, May 


3 and 4, 1950. 


Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Roosevelt Ho- 
tel, Pittsburgh. May 8 
1950. 


and 9, 


Kansas Telephone Association, 
Jayhawk Hotel, Topeka, May 16 
1950. 


and 17, 


New York State Telephone As 


sociation, Seneca Hotel, Roch- 
ester, May 24 and 25, 1950. 


United States Independent 





phone Association) Edgewater Telephone’ Association, Stevens 
Beach Hotel, Chicago, Apr. 17 Hotel, Chicago, Oct. 9, 10. 11. 
and 18, 1950. and 12, 1950 (Tentative). 
dend, or mutual associations which are and the construction and operat 
not at present rendering such service. of such additional facilities as ar 
“As a further incentive to existing required to assure the availability 
rural telephone systems to cooperate adequate telephone service to tl 


in the accomplishment of the basic ob- 
jective of the act, it is provided that 
during the first year of the program 
applications for loans from existing 
companies, both commercial and non- 
profit, must be considered and acted 
upon before applications from new en- 
terprises covering substantially the 
same subscribers may be acted upon. 

“In the event the existing systems do 
not take the initiative to provide ade- 
quate telephone service to the maxi- 
mum practicable number of rural users 
and in areas where no telephone organ- 
ization exists, it may be necessary for 
persons desiring service to ferm new 
telephone cooperatives. If this should 
be necessary, the same persons who are 
presently members of rural electric co- 
operatives might well form the nucleus 
of this new and separate cooperative. 

“For the time being, while we are 
not yet ready to act on any applica- 
tions, it would seem most helpful if the 
rural electric co-ops could use their fa- 
cilities of communications with their 
own members to inform them of this 
new loan program and to start them 
thinking about the best ways of secur- 
ing area coverage telephone service in 
their particular rural areas. 

“In enacting this legislation, Con- 
gress gave a clear mandate to REA to 
carry on its operation in the rural 
telephone field on an area-coverage 
basis. The preamble contains the fol- 
lowing language: 

“*  .. it is hereby declared to be 
the policy of the Congress that ade- 
quate telephone service be made gen- 
erally available in rural areas 
through the improvement and expan- 
sion of existing telephone facilities 


widest practicable number of ru 
users of such service.’ 


“This declaration 
ther emphasized by 
quirement of Section 
that 


of policy is fu 
the specific 
201 of the 


“*The administrator in making 
such loans shall, insofar as _ possible 
obtain assurance that the telepho! 
service to be furnished or improved 
thereby will be made available to th 
widest practicable number of rura 
users.’ 


“The policy and requirement of area 
coverage will be given considerati0 
not only in connection with REA loan 
made for rural telephone service bu! 
also in connection with REA approva 
of all joint use arrangements enter‘ 
into by rural electrification borrowe! 
with telephone companies. 

“Joint use arrangements and form: 
of agreement heretofore established a! 
being re-examined in the light of # 
requirements and authorities of t 
new rural telephone legislation 

“It would be helpful to REA if yo 
could supply us with the names 2! 
addresses of mutual or co-op rulé 
telephone associations in your area, |! 
cluding the president or secretary 


associations operating farmer ‘serv! 
lines.’ The published directory of Ina 
pendent telephone companies does 
include many mutuals and co-ops s¢é 
tered throughout the country Add 
tional knowledge concerning ‘hem 

essential to our obtaining a cleat 
picture of the existing situation in © 
rural telephone field. Also, by hav! 
their addresses, we will be able to ke 


them informed about the program. 
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The Spuut of Chrustmar 


The cheerful service spirit in the nation's toll offices at Christmas 
goes a long way toward meeting the holiday traffic challenge 


'OR’S NOTE: Chief operators 


SUPeTVIUSOTS may wish to 


article available to operators 
this 


acing a copy in the operators’ 


ulucing it, circulating 


toll 
sers coming to us with a sale 
Christmas, a lot of folks 
think Yuletide traffic 
sign that things are really 
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TH many thousands of 


our 


—the most difficult of the year. 


By RALPH R. MABBS 


jolly for the telephone companies. And 
they are, but not in the sense they have 
in mind. 


We get plenty of toll business all 
right, but its nature is such that we 
find ourselves light or production; 
completion is lower and slower. Again 
we face one of the most difficult as 


signments of the year. 


The 


same, though. 


there just the 
It’s in the spirit of the 


“jolly” side is 
thing. 
Great numbers of holiday engineer- 
ing (circuit and trunk) changes; meet- 
ings; 
ating practices and the wave of brain 
that 


things are done because 


careful planning; special oper- 


work precedes a holiday—these 


well, it’s that 
service spirit. This is the same spirit 


that people to those day-to- 


moves out 


day resource accomplishments tra- 


ditional to our industry. 
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Sure, by careful planning the service 
is better than it would be without it. 
We know that some people place their 
only toll calls on Christmas, and since 
we want them to judge our 
well, we try to handle the calls the best 
we can. But, it’s more than that. 


service 


Those of us who have been in a toll 
office on Christmas have seen this thing 
in action. No wants to work 
Christmas, yet the esprit de 
the really something to 
witness. Absences on that day are ex- 
tremely low—generally lower than av- 
erage. The operator turns to her team- 
mate with a “Merry Christmas” 
means it. 


one on 
corps of 


operators is 


and 


These girls are helping to provide a 
Christmas gift to the families who call 
at holiday time. Spirit of 
Service Spirit of Christmas. 
There’s an analogy here, and traffic 
people are first to talk of it. 


Giving 


The Calendar's on Our Side 

In past articles we’ve referred to 
holiday traffic as the Annual Noncon- 
formist. “It isn’t that he goes running 
off in all directions at (the vol- 
ume of calls filed during the holiday 
period isn’t much greater than on nor- 
but the fact that 
he picks voice highways not generally 
heavy-traveled. 


once 


mal business days) 


“He heads for small villages, cross- 
roads communities 
which are not equipped for heavy call 
the 
Florida 
other 


and quiet farm 
volumes. He’s a ‘long tripper’—to 
Pacific Coast, the 
and the Gulf Coast 
tries) ... to the 
where retired 


Southwest, 
(to 
vacation 


coun- 
areas 


many 


” 


people spend the 
winter. 


Generally, this traffic starts out all 
right. 
bornly 


But, part way enroute it stub- 
down at the switching 
center where there just aren’t enough 


bogs 


circuits and positions on the “through” 
boards to handle tremendous peak vol- 
umes. 


The calendar gives us a break this 
year. 
fall Sundays and are celebrated 

Mondays. This, the lower 
rates (United States and Canada) for 
the two holidays applying from 6 p. m. 
Saturdays to 4:30 a. 
helpfully 
three-day 


Christmas—and New Year’s Day 
on 


on plus 


m. Tuesdays, will 
traffic both 
As additional 
aid to reducing the holiday peaks, tele- 
phone advertising will point out to toll 


spread over 


periods. an 


users the service advantages of placing 


their calls before or after Christmas 
Day. 
And even though the nation’s tele- 


phone network is in better shape equip- 
ment-wise 
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more toll circuits, more ex- 


change equipment, more operator toll 
dialing—we still have the question, 
how can we help keep call orders from 
piling up at the large switching cen- 
ters from “snow-balling” traffic 


creating delays at almost 


originating office? 


and every 


This year we’re going to call a new 


play which may help the completion 
seore. Called the Circuit Division Plan, 
it was tried on Mother’s Day and 


seemed to be helpful in giving more use 
of circuits at key switching centers. 


It is hoped that calls will be 
completed on a circuit-held basis and 
that more calls travel their final 


route the “through office.” 


more 
will 


past 


Greater Use of Circuits and Operating 
Time—At Originating Offices 


We found a letter in our historical 
file the other day. It was dated Dec. 
23, 1895. Addressed to Miss Messick, 


chief operator-main, the Chicago Tele- 


phone Co.’s city manager, J. W. 


Thompson, wrote: 


“Wednesday, Dee. 25 (Christmas) 
full legal 


arrange to 


holiday, you will 


your 


being a 
please reduce force 
for that day as low as possible consis- 
tent the 
following this 
condi- 


the 


with prompt service, and on 
forward to 
the 


during 


morning 
brief statement of 
affecting 


office a 


tions your office 


day.” 


A lot of 
1895; no 


things have changed since 


longer can we reduce our 


force at Christmas. But, notice he 
wrote, “force consistent with 
prompt service.” That has neve 


changed. 


Service will always be our byword, 
and through the 1949 Christmas period, 
will 


This in- 


as usual, adequate operating force 


be a priority service rule. 


information, “‘B”’ 
Ample force, unde 


cludes local and toll 
Bib 


qualified supervision 


and positions. 
means staf- 


that 


this 


fing plus’—will help 


“adequate 
completion figure considerably. 


Operating Practices, impor- 
the 


following them can 


always 
attain stature at 


times, 


tant, greater 


busiest and 


turn many a call into a completed 


The 
should receive special attention at this 


“message.” call order practice 


pre-holiday period. Leave only one call 
order to a particular circuit or group. 
Duplicate call orders are useless time- 
(The 
valuable 
the 
take time to answer the signal 
And in 
dition, accumulation of great 


originating 
time to 


wasters. 
take 
order ; 


operatot 
the 
operator 


must pass 


second switching 
must 
and record the call order. ad- 
numbers 


of duplicate call orders make it most 


difficult to control their precedence a} 
the switching center.) 

Also among the practices which pay 
the way for the most effective use of 


trunk, position, circuit and operato 
time are those on the use of circuits 
and on routing. Stick to authorized 
routes. (These include holiday routes 


special high-traff 
toll line. (The 
this rule 
the T 
Don’t be a trw 
After 


instance, 


for 
the 
deviations 


authorized 
days.) Stay on 


are some from 


outlined in Division F of 
Operating Practice.) 
or etreuit selectin 


toll 
otherwise 


hoppe r. 


trunk, for stay 01 
you 


the 


cause unnecessaly a 


swering at receiving end. 
if “B” service is 
first trunk 
too, inward answers may be slow. But 
the the 


herself—and her cus 


slow, remain on th 


switching selected. A) 


by following rules, 


operat 
actually helps 


tomer. 
The 

standing of 

the 


> ° 4 
Ring on only one circui 


customer will be more unde 


any delays if he’s fu 


aware of status of his call. Ke 
customer advised of conditions 
his call’s And 
sure, too, that his order is understo 
Except NC 


countered, keep him on 


thre 
fecting progress. 
conditions are ¢ 
the line 


when 


do not “split your keys.” 


Delayed call tables are recommend 
great the potent 
the (TX) 
inadequate to handle delays on the reg 
ular 


as a when 


help 


spread of point-to-point 


position. By removing the sorti 


and filing of delayed tickets 


switchboards, more positions ar‘ 


able for completing traffic. Advis 
customers of the status of calls 
recalling them when ready to ma 


another attempt on ealls_ invol\ 


posted delays are more easily handl 
De layed cal 


at delayed tables. 


should he operated by er pervenced 
pe ople. 

Filing times, important as the) 
to orderly handling of traffic, so! 
times take a beating at the ds 
well-meaning operators. B 


the 
circuit 


filing 0) pp 


fl 


giving actual 


time, time is not wasted 
bickering and the customer get 


break. 


He’s the fellow we’re inter 
the toll user. Bell and Inde de 
working together, following t 
tices and providing as adequate f 
as possible will again bring him © 
best possible service under the yea 


most difficult conditions. 


We hope for his tolerant undcrstal 
And one of the best Lys 
know of to gain it is through t Kind 


ing, too. 


catalyst of courtesy—consid e al 


informative. 
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UBSCRIBERS’ 


Service 


Transfer 


is a feature that will certainly 
prove extremely popular in many 
Independent telephone exchanges for 


permits an operating company to 


ffer the equivalent of a 24-hour tele- 
hone attendant’s service for doctors 
ind others who do not have a full- 


time office assistant. 

For example, a toggle switch is op- 
rated in a doctor’s office and a transfe? 
init located in the exchange automati- 


‘ally reroutes all incoming office calls 


) the customer’s home until such time 


hat the toggle switch is restored to 
ormal 
e ¢ e 
We are advised by Lise H. Daubendiek, 
cretary of the Jefferson (lIa.) Tele 
hone Co., that he has’ successfully 
ised split clay tile to protect under- 
ind Jead covered cable from gophet 
ittacks This clay tile comes scored 
split in one foot lengths and is 
! in diameter. 
Mr. Daubendiek states that his com- 


any over 15 miles of buried cable 
neased in tile in this manner. 
e © e 

It amazing how snarled up local 
able tribution systems can become 
ve} period of years in some tele- 
phone xchanges when they are not 
prope engineered in the beginning. 
This believe, is primarily because 
I th act that, in order to provide 
rge required facilities, changes 
ire made in cable plants without 
ype msideration of future require- 
nent: 

P) ly the greatest curse is the 
IS bles of a size required only to 
eet immediate needs, without suf- 
cle} uught to future increased re- 
Liye ts. Another serious mistake, 

inion, is to pull cable into 

( of a conduit run. At least 
ne should be left vacant in every 
nd in for use, as required, in the 
ea) 


1 trouble and in making re- 
ra ents. 
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Perhaps the congestion and confusion 
in many cable distribution plants today 
came into being during the war when 
the for great 
both materials and manpower were ex- 
tremely critical. Although this action 
at that particular time was excusable, 


need service was and 


there is every indication now that tele- 
phone systems will continue to expand 
for for this 
son it will prove desirable to engineer 


several years, and rea- 


with greater care toward such expan- 


sion. 


It is very pleasing to note that most 


new light installation and trouble 
trucks are being equipped with the 
overhead type ladder racks. The old 


side-mounted variety not only covered 
the lefthand door of the truck but 


made it 


also 


necessary for a man to walk 
into the street 
to passing traffic 


this awkward 


himself 
the 


out and expose 


when removing 


ladder from rack. 
The 


were tolerated 


length of time these hazards 
before concentrated re- 
medial action was initiated is indeed 
surprising. 


Recently we had the pleasure of ex- 
amining a development model of a sub- 
station which embodied a 
This new protecto1 
is equipped with the conventional fuses 
and blocks. In 
second 


protector 
basic new design. 
discharge 


open space 


addition, however, it has a set 
of discharge gaps ahead of the fuses. 
Actually there are two discharge paths 
to ground, connected by 

The theory of this 
is that an ordinary lightning discharge 
will travel to ground through the 


fuses. 


new protecto! 


horn 
This 


gen- 


gaps located ahead of the fuses. 
discharge, it is assumed, will not 
erally blow the fuses nor damage the 
open space discharge blocks. A power 


cross could, however, cause a heavy 


both 
blow the fuses and burn down the tele- 


discharge through sets of gaps, 
phone wire or kick the circuit breaker 
on the power line. 

It appears highly probable that this 
protector will prove more effective than 






the conventional type and will not re- 
frequent attention. Further, it 
appears that with its use, service in- 


quire 
terruptions from lightning trouble will 
be reduced greatly. 
eee 
A new type screwdriver which, it is 
said, has a magnetic “pull” ten times 


the 
type, has recently been announced. The 


more powerful than conventional 


distinguishing feature of this new tool 


is the use of permanently magnetized 


‘ 


holders made of Alnico which “charge” 
the bit with a powerful “pull.” 


Low cost, easily replaced, inter- 
changeable bits are available for prac- 
all and types of screw 


tically sizes 


heads. 
The hand type screwdrivers are fur- 
nished with a handle compartment for 


holding an assortment of bits. 
e ee 
It has been said: “‘Suecess is the 
ability to get along with some people 
and ahead of others.” 
e ee 


It is extremely doubtful that the av- 
erage the 
quality of service available today. The 
writer well remembers back as late as 
1915 fo. 
toll operators to yell themselves hoarse 
toll Whenever 
tomers could not 


telephone user appreciates 


when it was not uncommon 


repeating calls, cus- 
hear each other over 
a long toll circuit, an operator, located 


at some intermediate point, would re- 


peat the conversation in both direc- 
tions. Generally, these conversations 
were not over grounded rural lines, 
but, for the greater part, were over 


commercial toll lines of the best qual- 
ity available at that time. Soon there- 


after, however, voice frequency repeat- 


ers made their appearance and there 
is no doubt but that these alone were 
responsible for some of the greatest 


improvements in toll transmission. 
The distances over which telephone 

made 

the 


conversations may now be 


limited only by the size of 


are 
world 
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and transmission is in general clear 
and equal to a local call. 

Today, this service is usually taken 
for granted by the telephone user. He 
would certainly never consent to hav- 
ing his conversation repeated by a 
third party. 

eee 


We recently enjoyed a demonstration 


Will the insulation of drop wire 
the 
equal to wire supported by 
knobs? 

A. This is a difficult question to an- 
swer since the nature of the installa- 


Q. 


installed by use of clamps prove 


porcelain 


tion and local conditions must all be 
taken into consideration. However, the 
insulation on drop wire was not nearly 
as good in the old days as it is at the 
present time. It is believed to be en- 
tirely safe to assume that present day 
drop wire installed by the use of clamps 
proves far superior in every way to the 
old style wire installed on knobs. 

Further, in the old days, leakage 
across the line where ties held the wire 
to the often 
trouble. 


insulators caused serious 

If present day drop wire is properly 
installed on clamps so as to clear trees 
and other interference, it will 
highly satisfactory, trouble-free 
long lasting. 


prove 
and 


QY. We find that noise is caused on 


connections on our switchboard when- 


ever the cords are moved accidentally 


by the operators. What is the cause of 


the trouble and how may it be cor- 
rected ? 
A. Trouble of this nature can usu- 


ally be traced to one or more of several 
causes. If your cords are in good con- 
dition, then the noise is probably caused 
by worn plugs or jack sleeves. Worn or 
frayed cords should be rebutted or re- 
placed. The jacks and plugs should be 
measured with a gauge supplied by 
their manufacturer and all showing ex- 
cessive wear should be immediately re- 
placed 


This trouble can also be caused by 
corroded or dirty plugs. Plugs should 
be cleaned at regular intervals by the 
use of 


approved plug paste. 
eee 
Q. Nill it 


be possible to provide 


some (: pe of covering such as a plastic 
spiral . rap on operators’ headset cords 
0 exted their service life? 

A. iis action is not recommended 
as it 


ild undoubtedly prove cumber- 
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of a magnetic sound recorder that 
makes use of numerous new principles. 
The metallicized plastic tape, 35 mm 
wide, carries 40 sound tracks. Each 
sound track can cover three minutes’ 
or longer recording time. Any sound 
track can be erased and rerecorded, as 
desired. There is absolutely no echo 
between sound tracks and the quality 
is excellent. 









Fy 
Seton 
ce 


y 


some and its benefit 


is doubtful. 
manufacturers have incorporated every 
known improvement 


Cord 


in their products 
and the present service life is extremely 
long. 

ee e 


Q. 


tempt has ever been made to design a 


Can you advise whether any at- 
machine that will dig a trench, lay fibre 
conduit and backfill in one operation? 

A. We understand that many experi- 
ments conducted on a ma- 
chine that will perform this task. This 
machine, of 
information, digs a trench from four to 
six wide feet 


fou1 


have been 


according to our source 


inches and about four 


with 
and 


deep which as many 


one-half-inch fibre 
may be laid, one above the other. 


as 
conduits 
The 
conduits are threaded onto long lengths 
of pipe mounted on the machine and 
couplings between conduit lengths are 
set firmly. 
to set the duct 


three 


These pipes bend enough 
in place in the trench 
without loosening the couplings. 

It must be understood, however, that 
even though this machine may be even 
tually perfected, it will still have cer- 
tain limitations. The earth 


essarily have to be 


would nee- 
that 
the 


could 


order 
until 
Also, it 


locations 


firm in 
walls would stand 
could be 


the trench 
duct placed. 


not be used in where more 
than four ducts are required. 
In the 


this machine should prove quite a labor 


spite of above restrictions, 


saver for use in suburban areas. 
e e«e 


ee. 
s 


culty 


Our men always experience diffi 
in the soldering of connections on 


central office equipment. Can you sug- 


gest a method of soldering that will 
insure good connections? 
A. Soldering is essentially a _ heat 


process whereby the metal of the wire 
and the metal of a punching are both 
partially amalgamated with the tin and 
lead constituting the solder. This proc- 
should form a 
and electrical connection. 


ess secure mechanical 


The requirements to insure a success- 


ful soldering operation are (1) prop- 





erly heated and tinned copper and (2) 
clean surfaces of the metal to which 
solder is to be applied. When these 
conditions have been provided, the sol- 
dering operation consists of applying 
the tinned soldering tip to the connec- 
tion, at the time flowing on 
enough solder to provide a heat con- 
ducting contact. 


Same 


During this operation, heat the con- 


nection to permit proper flow of sol- 


der. Now slightly rub the tip of the 
copper on the wire and terminal and 
complete by drawing, not lifting, the 
tip from the terminal. The excess 


solder will follow the tip and may be 
applied on the next connection. 

A good should 
be fairly smooth and generally has the 


soldered connection 


wire and terminal well covered with a 
coating of solder. The smooth surface 
is an indication that the soldering cop- 
per tip, the and the punching 
were all hot enough to flow the solder 


wire 


and burn off the excess rosin and any 
enamel that might have found its way 


into the splice. Solder fully covering 


the terminal indicates that a proper 
amount of metal has flowed to properly 
conduct the heat to the metals being 


joined to assure a good connection. 
If the 
served, no difficulty should be experi- 


above simple rules are ob- 


enced with soldered connections. 
7 S e 
©. Will it be possible to obtain a 
cable spinning machine that can be 


pulled by a pole without removing from 
the strand? 
A. Spinners of this type are not now 


available and we do have 


not any in- 
formation that such an item is even 
under consideration for development. 


The modern cable spinner constructed 
primarily of aluminum is so designed 
that one man can pass it around poles 
without difficulty. 


. What type of protection is con- 
sidered necessary when open wire cir- 
cuits one mile in length are connected 
to aerial cable? 

A. In general, open wire circuits of 
this type should be equipped with open 
cut-outs and fuses at the cable 
This type protection is nec- 
essary in order to safeguard the cable 
from lightning and power line crosses. 
In the event of a power the 
discharge through the open space cut- 
outs opens the fuse and interrupts the 
harmful current flow. 

It is 


another 


space 


terminals. 


cross, 


good install 
protector of space cut- 
outs only a few spans from the cable 
terminal. This second protector is 
bridged from the line to ground and is 
good insurance against cable damage. 
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MISSOURI ASSOCIATION, 


By R. C. RENO 


HE day of mutual telephone com- 

panies is about gone and more and 

more it becomes the responsibility 
of commercial companies to render 
service to the rural areas, Morris E. 
Osborne, chairman of the Missouri 
Public Service Commission, told the 
convention of the Missouri Telephone 
Association, which was held Nov. 14 
and 15 in Jefferson City. 

The mutuals with their old wooden 
wall telephones and broken down lines 
cannot possibly render the efficient 
service demanded by the people in rural 
areas and they must be replaced by 
companies which can serve the public’s 
needs, Mr. Osborne stated. 

The chairman stated that the Mis- 
souri commission realizes the problems 
facing the industry in meeting the huge 
demand for service, which no one could 
foresee a few years ago. The commis- 
sion, he said, is doing everything it 
can to help the industry meet its prob- 
lems and plans are underway by which 
it can be of further service, particu- 
larly to the smaller companies. 

At present about one-half of the 
commission’s time is being spent in 
hearing and processing telephone rate 
increase cases. In connection with 
rates, Mr. Osborne stated that the 
commission recognizes that all tele- 
phone companies must operate profit- 
ably or they cannot adequately serve 
the public. On this subject he said 
there is a question in his mind whether, 
in many cases, the increased revenue 
gained from adding new _ subscribers 
would provide a good rate of return 
on the additional plant necessary to 
serve the added subscribers. 

In closing his address, Mr. Osborne 
stated that the commission is making 
plans to make its staff available to 
small companies in the state in making 
inventories where good records are not 
and have not been kept. Such inven- 
tories, he said, will be helpful in estab- 
lishing plant values and rate bases. 

How the new amendments to the fed- 
eral wage and hour law will affect 
workers in the telephone industry was 
discussed by John W. Johnson, Kansas 
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Pioneers Hold WMocting 


City, Mo. Mr. Johnson is regional su- He also discussed certain exemptions, 
pervising investigator of the wage and including the one for operators in tele. 
hour and public contracts divisions, phone exchanges of less than 750 sta- 
U. S. Department of Labor. tions. 

He discussed most of the congres- “While the 81st Congress made 4? 
sional changes made recently in the specific changes in the Fair Labo: 
Fair Labor Standards Act and laid Standards Act,” Mr. Johnson said, “it 
particular stress on the amendment should be pointed out that the act it §* 


4 ‘ a ? : “—F ; Miss 
which raised the minimum wage rate © self, with its minimum wage, overtim« “ote 





from 40 to 75 cents an hour. and child labor standards is _basicall) 
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Officers and directors of the Missouri Telephone Association. Left to right: M. L. PEARCY, St. 

Louis; J. R. CARTER, Perry; B. B. SPROUL, Kansas City, Mo.; R. W. HEDRICK, Jefferson City, 

secretary; FOSTER B. McHENRY, Jefferson City; F. M. BROWNE, Kansas City, Kan.; C. W. 

GOTTRY, Columbia; W. E. NAYLOR, Kansas City, Kan.; G. A. HEARNE, Warrenburg; J. M. 
ROBERTS, Gallatin, and CARL L. SPAID, Kansas City, Mo. 


















Officers and directors of the Theodore Gary Chapter of the Independent Telephone Pionee’ 

Association. Left to right: F. M. BROWNE, Kansas City, Kan.; CARL L. SPAID, Kansas City, Mo. 

HELEN LANE, Warrensburg; KATHARINE A. BAUER, Jefferson City; R. R. COFFMAN, Cameror 
JOHN LEADER, St. Louis, and FOSTER B. McHENRY, Jefferson City. 
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ELVIN DURR, Clinton, 
TELEPHONY'S Missouri 
convention photographer, 
gets his picture taken 
with J. G. KREAMER, 
Kansas City, Mo. 


R. W. HEDRICK, secretary-treasurer of the 

Missouri association, presiding over the open 

house forum at the last session of the con- 
vention. 


the same as it was, with respect to the ; 
vast majority of workers.” whose occupations are 
He explained that the amended act ©" “directly essential to” production of 

2 c c ; « - ~ < 
covers workers engaged in interstate 
commerce or in the production of goods 


“closely related” 
goods for commerce. 

Regarding the terms, “closely re- 
for interstate commerce, and_ those lated” or “directly essential to," waten 
replace the word “necessary” in the 
original act, Mr. Johnson pointed out 
that these changes would not affect 
workers who are actually engaged in 
interstate commerce or in the produc- 
tion of goods for commerce, including 
clerical, maintenance and custodial 
workers. 

“Thus the vast majority of workers 
covered by the act must be paid the 
minimum wage of 75 cents beginning 
Jan. 25, 1950, and time and a half the 
regular rate of pay for all hours ove) 
40 in a workweek,” Mr. Johnson said. 

The speaker cautioned employers to 
pay particular attention to the ex- 
panded coverage of the child labor pro- 
visions of the act. 

“The child labor provisions of the 
amended act directly prohibit the em- 
MORRIS E. OSBORNE, chairman, Missouri Pub- ployment of oppressive child labor in 
lic Service Commission, who addressed the interstate commerce or in the produc- 


Missouri convention. tion of goods for interstate commerce,”’ 





he said. 

In addition, the amended act retains 
the old prohibition against shipment 
of goods in the production of which 
oppressive child labor was employed. 

He defined oppressive child labor as 
the employment of children under 16 
in manufacturing, processing or min- 
ing occupations and the employment of 
minors under 18 in occupations de- 
clared to be hazardous. 

DD. D. Kelly, St. Louis, John Hancock 
Life Insurance Co., addressed the con- 
vention on “Pensions—What About 
Them?” Public acceptance of private 
pension plans has increased tremen- 
dously, Mr. Kelly stated, there being 
more than 12,000 such plans in opera- 
tion and approved by the Treasury De- 
partment as qualified under the In- 
ternal Revenue Laws for income 
deduction purposes. 

He described three types of pension 
plans which have been designed for 
large, medium-sized and small com- 
panies. 

In listing the benefits of pension 


(Please turn to page 22 





The manufacturers’ exhibits attracted Missouri telephone people between sessions of their convention. 
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I—Training school students benefit 
from modern teaching aids. The 
"Visualcast,'’ shown here, projects 3 
circuit on the screen as the instructor 
draws it on the desk before him 
students are thus able to follow the 
development of the circuit. 


2—Benchwork session gives students 


practical training in testing and main- : 


tenance techniques. 


3—Individual help and instruction are 
available whenever a student need 
aid in clarifying a difficult problem 


4—Dr. Arthur Bessey Smith describes 


the operation of a Strowger switc! 


5—O. D. Grandstaff of Automatic: 
Laboratory staff explains importer’ 
features of the Voice Current Re 
peater which he designed. 


6—Another benchwork session fine 
students working together on a diff: 
cult "trouble-shooting" assig iment 
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needs 
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scribes ; 
... poem quarters with a private classroom for lectures experience and 
switch P p 
0 study and adjacent laboratory facilities for practical 
F rk in Strowger Automatic Equipment. Instructors are 
natic s 
portant 
a AUTOMATIC 
, finds Originators and Developers of the Strowger Step-by-Step “Director” 
diff Sender-Translator Operation 
a al Makers of Telephone, Signaling and Communication Apparatus 
ment. 
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re being 


Strowger 
by the 


itinnmagen 


The men shown in these pictures, like the hundreds of 
ers who have preceded them, are receiving sound 
ining in the fundamentals of Strowger Automatic 
ephony through the facilities of the Automatic Electric 
pining School. Established in 1909 as one of the pio- 
et ventures in specialized technical training by industry, 
e school has, during its forty years, made an invaluable 
tribution to the progress of telephony. Its graduates 
p to be found among telephone companies throughout 
k United States and in all parts of the world. 


The Automatic Electric Training School has its own 


Export Distributors: 








Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: 





| 


riginators O 


guipmenl 


experienced trained telephone men especially selected 
for their teaching ability from among various technical 
departments of the company. The course includes study 
of Strowger circuits and trunking principles, the mechani- 
cal structure and electrical properties of relays and 
switches and actual experience in testing, maintenance 
and operation of Strowger Automatic Equipment. This 
training is supplemented by field trips to actual operat- 
ing exchanges. Each training period lasts about eleven 
weeks. 


Through the Automatic Electric Training School, the 
"know-how" acquired by Automatic 
Electric over the past 60 years are passed on to the men 
who work with Strowger Automatic Equipment in the field. 


ELECTRIC 


for Register 


Machine Switching Automatic Dial Systems 


‘ . Electrical Engineers, Designers and Consultants 


Automatic Electric Sales Corporation 
International Automatic Electric Corporation 
1033 West Van Buren Street, Chicago 7, U. S. A. 








plans, he stated they will. 


(1) Stabilize employment. 

(2) Attract high type employes. 

(3) Increase morale, goodwill and 
loyalty among employes. 

(4) Eliminate the superannuated 
employes. 

(5) Improve public relations and 
goodwill. 

(6) Carry a favorable tax deduction 
for employer’s contribution. 

(7) Maintain higher level of plant 
efficiency. 

(8) Provide tangible rewards for 
long periods of service. 

(9) Stimulate thrift among’ em- 
ployes. 

(10) Relieve employe of fear for 
future of himself and family. 

(11) Insure employes’ social secu- 
rity. 

The last session of the convention 
on the morning of Nov. 15 was given 
over to an open-house discussion of 
industry problems, most of which was 
centered around the recently enacted 
rural telephone loan act and the new 
75-cent minimum wage rate established 
by Congress at its recent session. 

Directors re-elected by the conven- 
tion are C. W. Gottry, Columbia, and 
J. R. Carter, Perry. T. L. Leonard, St. 
Louis, was also elected to the board. 
Others directors are F. B. McHenry, 
Jefferson City; F. M. Browne, Kansas 
City, Kan.; Carl L. Spaid, Kansas 
City, Mo.; George A. Hearne, War- 
rensburg; M. L. Pearcy, St. Louis; 
W. E. Naylor, Kansas City, Kan., and 
RB. B. Sproul, Kansas City, Mo. 

Officers elected are: President, Mr. 
McHenry; first vice president, R. R. 
Coffman, Cameron; second vice presi- 
dent, H. M. Harned, Brentwood; third 
vice president, Clifford Davis, Sulli- 
van; fourth vice president, R. E. Wil- 
liams, Oregon, and secretary-treasurer, 
R. W. Hedrick, Jefferson City. 


Missouri Pioneers 
Hold Annual Meeting 

The Missouri Telephone Association 
convention was formally opened by the 
annual luncheon meeting of the Theo- 
dore Gary Chapter of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association on Nov. 
14, 

The meeting was presided over by 
Chapter President R. R. Coffman, Cam- 
eron, who gave a report of the activi- 
ties of the chapter during the past 
year. Katharine A. Bauer, secretary- 
treasurer, reported that the chapter’s 
membership was at an all time high of 
235. This compared with 59 charter 
members when the chapter was organ- 
ized four years ago. Miss Bauer stated 
that the chapter is the second young- 
est in the national association, but is 
second highest in point of membership. 

Other speakers at the Pioneer meet- 
ing were E, L. Nickerson, Bucklin, 
Mo., who urged Pioneers to adopt hob- 
bies and become active in the national 
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Pioneer association’s program of con- of the chapter’s appreciation of he 
ducting hobby exhibits at the annual _ service. 

USITA conventions in Chicago each Chapter officers and directors «lected 
fall; Ray W. Smith, Chicago, and R. C. for the ensuing year are: Offi-ers- 
Reno, Chicago, a director of the Inde- President, Carl L. Spaid, Kansa City, 


pendent Telephone Pioneer Association. Mo.; vice president, F. M. Browne, 

All of the speakers paid tribute to Kansas City, Kan., and secretary. 
Miss Bauer for her untiring effort in treasurer, Miss Bauer. Directors 
behalf of the Theodore Gary Chapter Helen Lane, Warrensburg; T. S. Gary, 
and President Coffman, in behalf of the Chicago, Ill., and I. E. Lyons, Breshe; 
chapter’s directors, presented her with The officers are also members of. the 
a government savings bond as a token board. 


FLORIDA CONVENTION 
WELL ATTENDED 


HE Florida Telephone Association Tallahassee, entitled “Florida Fo 
held one of its most successful and ward.” He traced the progress of Flor- 
best attended annual conventions’ ida in population growth—%2 per cent 

on Nov. 8 and 9 at Daytona Beach. in the last 10 years—and the efforts 
The meeting was presided over by of the state government to provide fa- 
President P. M. Schuchart, Tallahassee. cilities to serve the greater populatior 
The convention was opened by an He explained briefly the cost of ex 
address by state Sen. LeRoy Collins, panding the services of the goven 





Three officers of the Florida Telephone Association. Left to right: MAX WETTSTEIN, Ocala, 

second vice president; JOSEPHINE POPPLETON, Tampa, secretary-treasurer, and M. L. BARRE, 

Jacksonville, president. First Vice President J. FRED HOSEA, Ft. Myers, was not present when 

photo was taken. Florida convention photos were taken by A. W. ANDERS, Peninsular Telephone 
Co., Tampa, Fla. 





Operating and manufacturing representatives gather in Florida exhibit room. 
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ment and asked for understanding of 
the state’s problems on the part of 
taxpayers who provide the funds to 
cover the additional expenditures of 
the government. 

Fra S. Barnes, Rock Hill, S. C., 
spoke on behalf of the United States 
Independent Telephone Association, of 
which he is immediate past president. 
He discussed recently enacted federal 
legislation covering the new 75-cent 
minimum wage rate and government 


existing telephone companies 


oans 
and present and newly-formed cooper- 
atives, through the REA, for expand- 
ing rural telephone service. 

In connection with the imposition of 
the higher minimum wage rate, he 


ed all telephone companies affected 


rg’ 
by it to immediately ask for an increase 
n rates to cover their increased pay- 
oll cost. 


Concerning the rural telephone loan 


act, Mr. Barnes stated that the loan- 
ing of federal government money brings 


many dangers to the telephone indus- 
try. Many people, including engineers, 


look 


construction 


with 
profits 
and for the fees that they can obtain. 


promoters and contractors, 


longing eyes for 
The passage of this legislation and the 
publicity that has been given to it may 
cause many small telephone companies 
rushed into 


to be stampeded and un- 


wise ventures, he said. 


“The solution to the rural telephone 


problem is not 2 per cent money, re- 
payable over a period of 35 years. 
Adequate rates are necessary to pay 


the cost of operating and maintaining 
service and to pay reasonable earnings. 
If a telephone system is not operating 
fail 
money 


on a sound financial basis, it will 


just as surely on 2 per cent 
from the federal government as it will 
on money obtained from 

Mr. Barnes stated. 


Fred J. 


private in- 
vestors,” 


Turner, 


Atlanta, Ga., vice 
president of the Southern Bell Tele- 
phone & Telegraph Co., spoke on 
“Taking a Look at Some of the Real- 
istic Problems Facing Us Today.” 

Mr. Turner stressed the point that 
telephone service has become one of the 
most Important and indispensable serv- 
ices the public receives today and he 


commended the industry for its out- 
standi: record of rendering the best 
and most efficient service possible 


throughout its 
Stated, the 


history. 
industry 


However, he 


has greater re- 


sponsibilities in expanding its facilities 
to meet the present unprecedented de- 
mand for telephone service. He dis- 
cussed three essentials necessary in 
maintaining a constantly improved and 
expan service, as follows: 


(1) Continuous effort to develop con- 


stantly improved methods and equip- 
ment, 
9 . . ‘ . . 7 ° ” 
(2) ‘nstilling the “spirit of service 


DECEMBER 10, 1949 


within employes. 

(3) Sufficient rates for service to 
permit proper maintenance of plant, 
to cover all operating expenses and to 
provide adequate earnings in order to 
attract necessary capital with which 
to replace and expand plant to meet 
service demands. 

On the second day of the convention 
two conferences were held—traffic con- 
ference joint commercial and 
plant conference, the latter directed by 
J. K. Galloway, Winter Park, 
Fred Hosea, Ft. Myers. 

Those appearing on the traffic con- 
ference program were W. T. Knight, 
Atlanta, Ga., general toll traffic super- 


and a 


and J. 


visor, Southern Bell Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co., who spoke on “Nationwide 
Operator Toll Dialing from an Opera- 
Viewpoint”; 
Fla., 


Peninsular 


tor’s George W. Rose, 
traffic 


Telephone 


Tampa, 
tendent, 


whose subject 


general superin- 
Co., 
was “Personalizing the 


Service,” and J. T. Berry, Jr., Orlando, 


district traffic manager, Southern Bell 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., who pre- 
sented a movie on “Your Tell-Tale 


Voice.” 
A. P. MelIntosh, Tallahassee, safety 
consultant, Com- 


Florida Industrial 


mission, addressed the plant and com- 


His 


address 


mercial conference. was 





LEICH’S NEW COMMON BATTERY HANDSET 


is the only telephone 


that can be used for either a wall or desk installation, with no changes 


—no additions—no extras to be bought. Its new simplified design, 
improved parts, make this a dependable, long lived, easy to maintain 


telephone. It has a new induction coil and condenser,with an improved 


capsule type transmitter and receiver 


which 


assure excellent trans- 


mission and reception. Feature for feature, you get more for your 
investment dollar with this Leich Wall-Desk Handset. Order one 


today, and see for yourself. 











SALES CORPORATION 


427 W. RANDOLPH ST. e 


CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 


23 





followed by a discussion and exchange 
of ideas regarding solutions to various 
plant and commercial problems. 

The concluding address of the con- 
vention was given by Harold Colee, 
Jacksonville, vice president, Florida 
State Chamber of Commerce. In an 
address on “Advancing Florida,” Mr. 
Colee traced the growth of Florida eco- 
nomically and stated that as the 
world’s communications size shrinks, 
“Florida actually becomes more signifi- 
cant in the scheme of things, because 
our services and our goods are drawn 
more closely into the competitive web. 
Our economy depends upon our service- 
ability and sales ability. They 
are our life blood.” 

Directors elected by the convention 
are: 

C. E. Archer, Tampa; M. L. Barre, 
Jacksonville; H. A. Bishop, Starke; 
P. E. Brannen, Ft. Myers; Carl D. 
Brorein, Tampa; Mrs. Allene M. Drew 
Cantey, Quincy; E. L. Cox, Perry; 
A. B. Dooley, Jacksonville; B. A. Gal- 
loway, Winter Park; J. K. Galloway, 
Winter Park; J. Fred Hosea, Ft. 
Myers; Frank G. Jolley, Jr., Tallahas- 
see; Ralph Maner, Tampa; J. L. Me- 
Gehee, Marianna; Josephine Poppleton, 
Tampa; P. M. Schuchart, Tallahassee; 
J. L. Sharit, Port St. Joe; Max Wett- 
stein, Ocala; Otto Wettstein, III, 
Ocala; M. P. Willis, McIntosh. 

The directors elected the following 
officers: President, Mr. Barre; first vice 
president, Mr. Hosea, Ft. Myers; sec- 
ond vice president, Max Wettstein, and 
secretary-treasurer, Miss Poppleton. 


Vv 


Sells Texas Exchange 

The Bagwell, Tex., telephone 
change has been purchased from the 
Southwestern States Telephone Co. by 
Mr. and Mrs. R. W. Beadle. The sale 
became effective Nov. 1. 

The Beadles have operating 
the exchange for a number of years. 
Under the new ownership the business 
will be operated as the Bagwell Tele- 


our 


ex- 


been 


phone Exchange. 





She watched the door of her 


new establishment open to admit 
client. Business had 


her first 


started! A good impression must 
be created! 

Hurriedly she grasped the tele- 
phone and became engaged in an 
conversation. Then 


animated an 


appointment haying been ar- 
ranged, she replaced the receiver, 
asked: ““What for 


2999 
you, sir? 


and ean I do 


A moment's pause, and then: 
“If you please, Ma’am, I’ve come 


to connect the telephone!” 
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Speakers at the Florida 


COL. L. D. DENSMORE, Charlottesville, Va., 


convention included, left to right, SEN. LEROY COLLINS, Tallahassee; 
and HAROLD COLEE, 


executive vice president, 


Florida State Chamber of Commerce. 


Taking part in the plant and commercial conference at the Florida convention were, left to right, 


P. M. SCHUCHART, Taliahassee; 


J. K. GALLOWAY, 


Winter Park; A. P. McINTOSH, Florida 


Industrial Commission, and CARL D. BROREIN, Tampa. 


Registrars at the Florida convention registered a record attendance. 


2? In Switzerland, they’re making it mountain crags and crevices where tht 
easier and safer for unlucky mountain 
climbers, thanks to the installation of 
radiotelephones at stations on remote 


climbers usually have their accidents 
This arrangement saves time and the 


lives of injured climbers. 
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EVERYONE KNOWS the outstanding 
quality if Roebling Telephone Cable 


» ant 


} 


enginee: 


the unmatched planning and 
ng experience of Kellogg. Now 


you get both advantages at once, for 


Roebli 
The CC 
assures 
efficien 


cable is sold through Kellogg. 
eration of these two leaders 
ou an installation of highest 
and long-time economy. 


Final voltage testing of individual conductors of 
Telephone Cable, just before shipping. 


cooperate 
dvantage 


Kellogg can supply Roebling lead- 
encased Telephone ( ‘able W ith conduc- 
tors of No. 19 and No. 22, in sizes from 
5 to 900 pairs. For No. 24 A.W.G. the 
range is up to 1212 pairs. Cables are 
paper-taped and specially treated for 
moisture removal. Standard lead sheath- 
ing contains 1% antimony for hardening 
and vibration resistance. Added jute or 


ROEBLING OFFICES AND WAREHOUSES 


34 Avon Ave. * Boston, 51 Sleeper St. * Chicago, 5525 W. Roosevelt Rd. * Cleveland, 701 
\ve., N. E. ® Denver, 1635 17th St. ® Houston, 6216 Navigation Blvd. * Los Angeles, 216 
1 St. ®* New York, 19 Rector St. * Philadelphia, 12 S. 12th St. ® Pittsburgh, 855 W. North 


rtland, Ore., 1032 N. W. 14th Ave. * San Francisco, 1740 17th St. ®* Seattle, 900 First Ave. 
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neoprene tape, or steel tape armor, can 
be furnished for further protection as 
installation requirements dictate. 
Communicate with Kellogg 
Switchboard and Supply Company, 
6650 South Cicero Ave., Chicago 38, 
Ill. John A. Roebling’s Sons Company, 
Trenton 2, New Jersey. 


“ A CENTURY OF CONFIDENCE * 











COURTS AND COMMISSIONS © | bY 


Virginia Company Gets Higher 
Rates at Two N. C. Exchanges 

The North Carolina Utilities Com- 
mission Nov. 29 authorized new rate 
schedules for the Central Telephone 
Co., Charlottesville, Va., at Seagrove 
and West Jefferson, N. C., with the 
changes becoming effective when ex- 
pansion and improvements are com- 
pleted. The company was authorized to 
install dial exchanges in both towns. 

Company officials state that they plan 
to spend $17,000 at Seagrove, where 
the monthly rates for business tele- 
phones and for two-party will be $3.50, 
for five-party, $3.00, and rural tele- 
phones, $3.00. Rates for residential 
telephones will be $2.50 for two-party, 
$2.00 for five-party, and $2.00 for 
rural, rT 

The expansion program at West 
Jefferson will cost an estimated $87,- 
500, and the rate increases will add an 
estimated $5,300 to the company’s an- 
nual net income. 


Vv 


Illinois Independent Granted 
Higher Rate Schedule 

The Illinois Commerce Commission 
recently authorized the Mt. Pulaski 
Telephone & Electric Co. to make ef- 
fective the following monthly rates for 
telephone service in Mt. Pulaski, Chest- 
nut and Latham: 

Mt. Pulaski exchange: Business, one- 
party, $4.00; rural, $4.00. Residence, 
one-party, $2.05; two-party, $1.80; 
four-party, $1.55; rural, $2.05. 

Chestnut and Latham exchanges: 
Business, one-party, $3.25; rural, $3.25. 
Residence, one-party, $2.05; two-party, 
$1.80; four-party, $1.55; and rural, 
$2.05. 

The order requires the company to 
make the wage raise it is committed to 
make to its employes coincident with 
the rate increase. 


Vv 


Nebraska Company Receives 
Higher Rate Schedule 

The Farmers Telephone Co. of Dodge 
County has been granted an increase 
in net rates by the Nebraska Railway 
Commission. A former application had 
been turned down on the ground that 
the proposed rates would yield an un- 
reasonable return (TELEPHONY, Aug. 
13, p. 26). 

The company operates exchanges at 
North Bend, Scribner, Dodge, Snyder 
and Webster and owns 92 rural stations 
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in the Fremont area which are switched 
at Fremont by the Northwestern Bell 
Telephone Co. It has a capitalization 
of $100,000 and, as of the date of filing, 
7,293 shares of $10 each were out- 
standing. 

Each exchange has free service to 
one or two others while Webster may 
call all of them without charge. No 
increase was asked for the latter ex- 
change. All lines are metallic and serv- 
ice is given over magneto, common bat- 
tery and dial systems. 


At North Bend individual business 
rates for magneto service are increased 
from $2.50 to $3.00, individual business 
for common battery service from $3.00 
to $3.50, and a two-party business rate 
of $3.00 for common battery was added. 
Individual residence rates (magneto) 
are increased from $1.75 to $2.00, and 
a rate of $2.25 for individual and $2.00 
for two-party (common battery) was 
established. Rural rates (magneto) are 
increased from $1.75 to $2.00. 

At Seribner and Dodge, both magneto 
exchanges, business rates are increased 
from $2.50 to $3.00; residence and 
rural from $1.75 to $2.00. 

At Snyder (dial) business rates are 
increased from $2.75 to $3.25, resi- 
dence and rural from $2.00 to $2.25, 
while on the 92 rural lines, business 
rates are upped from $2.50 to $3.00 and 
residence from $2.00 to $2.25. 

Under the approved rates, revenues 
will increase from $62,380 a year to 
$67,533, and because of a system-wide 
program of improvements and rehabili- 
tation, employment of additional oper- 
ators and increased wage expenses will 
go up from $49,205 to $55,602. Deduct- 
ing taxes from the net operating income 
of $11,931, leaves a net profit of $7,162, 
or 5.68 per cent on a rate basis of $125,- 
101, as compared with a net of $8,405 
or a return of 6.89 per cent under the 
old rates. 


Vv 


SW Bell Granted Rate 
Increase In Houston, Tex. 

The City Council of Houston, Tex., 
on Dee. 2 approved an application by 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. for 
increased rates, which are expected to 
boost revenues of the company by ap- 
proximately $3,995,000 a year. 

The new schedule, which became ef- 
fective immediately, covers every type 
of telephone service. Business rates 
were increased from $8.50 to $12 a 
month, business extensions from $1.25 





Remember that number—Sturgis 635 
your operator sit supported and rela 
a Sturgis 635FF Posture Chair and yo 
can sit back and relax. For here is a cid 
keeps a girl in tip-top condition all daj 
because it encourages the posture ti 
courages fatigue. 

The full saddle seat (1634” x 1514") iss 
and padded to insure even distribution 
girl's weight. The padded backrest (7" 4 
is curved to fit her back and has the exq 
Sturgis Follow-Flex back support which! 
and supports her back through all the 
movements of a busy day. And three 4 
ments fit her individual needs. 
The Sturgis 635FF High Standard of tf 
steel, welded at all joints, won't wi 
squeak. Has genuine leather upholste’ 
adjustable seat heights: 


18” to 22” 
20” to 24” 
22” to 26” 


24" to 28 
26” to wv 
28” to 32 
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nicopress reducing sleeves 
for pull-proog reducing aplices! 


Splicing two wires of different sizes can be 
an uncertain job. But with Nicopress Re- 
ducing Sleeves you can be sure that the 
splice is made to stay—every time. 


Making a splice with Nicopress is a sim- 
ple matter. Just clean the conductors, slip 
them in the reducing sleeve, compress the 
sleeve with the Nicopress Tool, and the 
job is done. 


For splices of all kinds, easy to make— 
hard to break—specify Nicopress. 


ie 


reverachle « weatherproof 
reliable 
“RU” cable terminal 


The results of Reliable’s policy of endless 
research and testing of parts and materials, 
together with a rugged design simplicity are 
apparent in this Reversible, Unprotected 
Terminal. 


The flat fanning face plate, in combination 
with a sturdy non-corrosive aluminum cover 
which surrounds the wires both front and back, 
creates an unusually weatherproof terminal. 

The reversible sliding aluminum cover also per- 
mits stub to be mounted at either top or bottom. 


Such other features as: detachable mounting 
bracket; cast cable chamber; guide rings for 
Jumpers; beveled washers; perfect sealing 
nozzle, etc. add greatly to the installation and 
Service convenience of the Reliable “RU” 
Terminal, as well as providing an assurance 
of service life beyond actual field require- 

Ask for complete information on sizes 


“Reliable” identifies the quality 


everstick anchors 


. . . are designed to meet the most rigid 
anchoring and guying specifications. 


The patented EVER- 
STICK Nut Housing locks 
anchor firmly on rod, 
making installation 
simple under all condi- 
tions and permitting easy 
recovery of the rod. Note 
well-designed, heavily 
constructed sections of 
metal in base plate. 


EVERSTICK Expanding 
Plates are ribbed to 
double their original 
strength; their cutting 
edge and wedge shape 
arm socket reduces earth 
resistance to a minimum 
and assures easy expan- 
sion. 


Three-Way EVERSTICK 
with expanding plates— 
contacts solid earth at 
every point around base 
plate, giving full benefit 
of earth's holding power. 


Spreader Arms. extra 
heavy ribbed with ball 
and socket joint at top 
and clinched socket on 
expanding plates allow 
heavy bearings to move 
freely with minimum fric- 
tion, insuring easy ex- 
pansion which eliminates 
buckling or breaking of 
arms. 


EVERSTICK Anchor 


... the anchor of merit 











to $1.50. Residence, one-party from 
$3.50 to $4.75, two-party from $2.75 
to $4.00; four-party from $2.40 to 
$3.25, extensions from 75 cents to $1.00. 

The council said its approval of the 
increase was based on a 6 per cent 
“fair return” on the telephone com- 
pany’s investment in Houston. It esti- 
mated this investment at $50,272,668, 
including a $14,500,000 expansion pro- 
gram yet to be completed. Annual ex- 
pense requirements of the company, 
including depreciation and taxes, were 
figured at $13,675,583. The council esti- 
mated Southwestern Bell needed $16,- 
641,943 in annual revenues to make a 
fair return on its investment. 


Vv 


Kansas Commission Appeals 
In SW Bell Rate Case 

An appeal to the state supreme court 
was taken on Nov. 29 by the Kansas 
Corporation Commission from the de- 
cision of Judge Paul H. Heinz of the 
Shawnee County District Court in the 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 
case (TELEPHONY, Oct. 15, p. 23). 


rate 


The district court had ruled for the 
company, setting aside the commis- 
sion’s dismissal of the SW Bell appli- 
cation for a rate increase and remand- 
ing the case for additional testimony. 

Higher 
lected 


rates col- 
under bond,.but have not 


approved by the commission. 


Vv 


Increased Rates Approved 
For Virginia Company 

The Virginia Corporation Commis- 
sion on Dec. 1 granted part of the rate 
increases asked by the Lee Telephone 
Co., Martinsville. 


now are being 


been 


The company had sought to increase 
rates for residential service by 75 cents 
a month and rates for 
phones by $1.50. lim- 
ited the Martinsville, 
Rocky Mount, Bassett and Stuart to 50 
cents for residence $1.25 
for business service. 


business tele- 
The commission 
increases in 
service and 

The company also serves the towns 
of Boone Mill, Ferrum Fieldale, 
where increases as requested by the 
company were granted. 


Vv 


Higher Rates Granted 
at Ashland, Illinois 
The Illinois Commerce Commission on 
Nev. 30 announced that it has author- 
ized the Ashland Telephone Co. to 
make effective the following annual 
rates for service in Ashland: 
Individual business, $42; individual 
residence, $33; four-party residence, 
$30; rural. residence, $30; rural busi- 
ness, $36; service stations, $12, and 
hand and desk sets, $3.00, in addition to 
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and 


the regular rate. The increase will per- 
mit the company to make 3 per cent 
on the book cost of the physical prop- 
erty, commission engineers estimated. 


Vv 


Georgia Companies’ Increases 
Effective After Dial Cutover 

New rate schedules have been 
granted to the Culloden Telephone Co., 
Southeastern Telephone Co., Tallahas- 
Fla., and ‘the Vienna Telephone 
Co., by the Georgia Public Service Com- 
mission, to become effective on the first 
billing date after conversion to auto- 
matic dial operation. 


see, 


Culloden Telephone Co.: 
Rates per Month 


Class of Service Present Approved 


Business, one-party. . .$2.50 $3.25 
Residence, one-party.. 1.50 2.75 
Residence, two-party. 2.50 
Residence, four-party. 2.00 
Rural multi-party 

business, 0-2 miles 2.75 
Rural multi-party 

business, 2-4 miles ».00 
tural multi-party 

business, 4-7 miles ... 3.20 
Rural multi-party 

business, 7-10 miles ... 3.50 
Rural multi-party 

business, over 

EO MNOS. oc cass 7D 
Residence, 0-2 miles.. 2.00 
Residence, 2-4 miles... ... 2.25 
Residence, 4-7 miles 2.50 
Residence, 7-10 miles. 2.15 
Residence, 

over 10 miles...... 3.00 


Southeastern Telephone Co., 
Fitzgerald Exchange: 
Rates per Month 


Class of Service Present Approved 


Business, one-party. . .$4.75 $6.50 
Business, two-party.. 4.25 5.00 
Business, four-party.. 3.50 4.75 
Residence, one-party... 3.00 4.00 
Residence, two-party. 2.50 3.00 
Residence, four-party. 2.25 2.50 
Rural multi-party line, 
Business, 0-2 miles. 3.25 3.75 
Business, 2-4 miles. 3.50 4.00 
Business, 4-7 miles. . 4.25 
Residence, 0-2 miles. 2.50 2.50 
Residence, 2-4 miles. 2.75 2.75 
Residence, 4-7 miles. 3.00 3.00 


Vienna Telephone Co.: 
Rates per Month 


Class of Service Present Approved 


Business, one-party. . .$2.75 $5.00 
Business, two-party... 2.50 4.25 
Residence, one-party.. 1.75 3.00 
Residence, two-party. 1.50 2.50 
Business, rural multi-party, 

company-owned, 

0-2 miles beyond 

exchange limits 2.75 3.50 

2-4 miles beyond 

exchange limits ... 2.75 3.15 

4-6 miles beyond 

exchange limits ... 2.75 4.00 
Residence, rural multi-party, 

company-owned, 

0-2 miles beyond 

exchange limits ... ... 2.50 

2-4 miles beyond 

exchange limits ... 2.75 2.75 

4-6 miles beyond 

exchange limits 3.00 


62 Kansas Companies 
File for Rate Increases 


Sixty-two Independent tele hone 
companies have filed applications with 
the Kansas Corporation Comm ssion 
for rate increases as a result of the 
new minimum wage law recently 
passed by Congress. 

Jeff Robertson, commission chair- 
man, set Dec. 12 for hearings on the 


applications. 


The companies are asking that the 


new rates be made effective Jan. 25. 
1950, when minimum wages go from 
40 to 75 cents an hour. 


Arkansas Company Seeks 
To Issue Stock 

The Telephone Co., 
Harrison, on Dee. 1 applied to the Ar 


Boone County 


kansas Public Service Commission fo) 
authority to issue $162,500 worth of 
stock and to pay dividends on 2,000 


shares of common stock. The compan) 


would issue 1,500 shares of non-voting 


stock at $100 a share, and 500 shares 


of common stock at a $25 par valu 


Funds would be used to _ liquidat 
outstanding indebtedness, and to finane 
future improvements, the applicatior 
said. 


Vv 


Bell Files intervening Petition 
In Lexington Rate Case 

The that 
the Lexington (Ky.) Telephone Co. an 
the Southern Bell Telephone & Tele 
graph Co. already are permanent has 


claim increased rates of 


been made by the Bell company in 2 
petition filed in the Court of Appeals 
at Frankfort. 


The Kentucky Public Service Com- 
mission denied both companies’ pleas 
for increased rates, but they posted 


bonds and put the new rates into effect 
pending a final ruling—the Lexingto! 
company on Nov. 21, 1947, and th 
Southern Bell on July 16, 1948. 

The court of appeals on Oct. 7 ruled 
that the Lexington company had proveé 
before the commission that it required 
more income. It ordered the commissio! 
to go over the case again and decid 
how much of an increase should b 
authorized (TELEPHONY, Oct. 29, p. 24) 

The recently 
the appeals court to 
reverse that ruling. It was in this cast 
that Southern Bell filed its petitiol 
asking to be allowed to intervene ane 
for the court to rule on the point 0 
law it 


commission petitioned 


reconsider and 


raised. 


Southern Bell’s petition claimed that 


under state law the commission ¢a! 
keep increased rates from becoming 


permanent for only 240 days. It inte! 


preted the statutes as meaninz tha 
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McCABE-POWERS AUTO BODY CO., 5900 N. Broadway, St. Louis 15, Mo. 

Please furnish us literature on the following Powers Bodies: 
0 Service Bodies 0 Meter Installation 
00 Construction and Maintenance Bodies 
Special Equipment 

2 (_]) Forestry Bodies 00 Pole Trailers (0 Compressor Bodies 
0 Aerial Ladders (J Winches () Pole Derricks 


Company 





| 


Individual , Title_ 





Street Address 





City_ _ aa ___ ete 





| 

| 

| 
_ 





before you buy any utility bodies for 1950 






Ht 
i 
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i 
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MAIL US the coupon above now for complete literature on POWERS’ 
Public Utility Bodies for 1950! We’ll send you informative material which 
thousands of utility men are finding very helpful in deciding on new 
equipment for next year’s operation. Thus you can enter your 1950 budget 

-weathertight conferences with the kind of data your management finds most useful in 
AS making equipment decisions! Thousands of POWERS’ Public Utility 
Bodies are in use on large and small construction, maintenance and service 
operations. That’s why POWERS is a favorite “‘buy-word”’ in the field 
today. You'll find them highly popular with line crews, who are enthusi- 
astic about their efficient design, special features, ease of handling and 
many work-saving conveniences. Vitally important, your management 
will be impressed with POWERS’ competitive pricing, as well as the 
economy of operating and maintaining these “‘work horses’’ of the public 
utility field. Contact us for full information— mail the coupon above now! 





LQetwery when you want tt! 
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Mee A BE- POWERS AUTO BODY CO. 5900 NORTH BROADWAY ST. LOUIS 15, MISSOURI 
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CRAMER 


TELEPHONE CHAIRS 
for SWITCHBOARDS 
and PBX BOARDS 


Cramer Chairs are a “Natural” 
for switchboard jobs, with Hi- 
Models and low models providing 
the best in posture seating for 
every application. They feature 
comfort, ease of adjustment, 
proper posture and outstanding 
versatility. Mobility provided by 
ball bearing casters means 
greater board capacity per oper- 
ator with far less fatigue. 























































Model 2422R— 
With Hite-Master 


The Hi-Model illus- 
trated (seat height 
adjustment 232"" to 
32'2"") is equipped 
with the new oval 
shaped drop-front 
seat, pressure re- 
lieving genuine 
molded foam seat 
cushion and the new 
Hite-Master control 
for automatic seat 
and footring height 
adjustment, Avail- 
able with casters or 
glides. 
















Built for 
Years of Service 


Cramer Chairs cre 

famous for durability, solid 
construction, simplicity and 
outstanding, posture-wise 
comfort. They pay for 
themselves, too, with divi- 
dends accruing from _in- 
creased employee efficiency 
and well-being. 





Model 22— 
With Hite-Master 


The Cramer Regular 
Model illustrated 
(seat height adjust- 
ment 17'/2"" to 21°") 
is job-fitted to the 
new low height 
switchboards. Boast- 
ing all the fine qual- 
ities engineered and 
built into Cramer 
Posture Chairs, its 
usefulness is further 
- enhanced by the 
a unique Hite-Master 

control, automatic 
seat height adjustment without effort. 


Both models available without 
Hite-Master Control 
Chairs for special applications 
upon request 
Models 2422R and 22 Carried in 
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even if the commission finally denied a 
rate plea and the appellate court sent 
it back to the commission for review— 
as was done in the Lexington case— 
that the 240-day limit still applies. The 
increased rates of both the Lexington 
and Bell companies already have been 
in effect more than 240 days. 

Southern Bell declared, therefore, 
that they have become permanent. It 
conceded the commission could start a 
new inquiry into the necessity for the 
higher rates, but insisted that it no 
longer could make the companies re- 


fund on the new rates already col- 
lected. 
Southern Bell’s petition dealt only 


with the Lexington case, since its own 
hasn’t yet reached the appellate court. 
But it was pointed out informally that 
a ruling in the Lexington case would 
apply to Southern Bell. 

Circuit Judge W. A. Ardery had up- 
held the commission in the Lexington 
case. But when the appellate court re- 
versed him, he directed that the South- 
ern Bell case pending before him also 
go back to the commission for review. 

The Lexington company asked for a 
24 per cent raise, estimated during the 
hearings to bring it $215,000 more a 
year. Southern Bell’s plea is for a 16 
per cent raise, estimated to yield about 
$2,000,000 more each year. 

It is understood that the Lexington 
Telephone Co., in urging the court of 
appeals to stick to its first ruling, in- 
dicated its willingness to let the status 
of the rate increases remain unchanged 
until final decision. 

The 


sideration of the Lexington ruling was 


commission petition for recon- 
member of the 
Nov. 28 along with the Southern 
intervening petition. 


Vv 


Nebraska High Court Rules on 
Commission's Jurisdiction 

The Nebraska Supreme 
taking jurisdiction of an appeal from 
the Nebraska Railway Commission in 
a cab company dispute, held that the 
commission does not 


assigned to a court 


sell’s 


Court, in 


possess equitable 
powers, that is, powers other than those 
conferred upon it by statute, nor can 
it do, by asserting that an emergency 
exists, what it otherwise cannot do. 

The commission had issued a cease 
and desist order, labeling it as an in- 
terim or temporary order. 

The state supreme court that 
to permit such action could well result 
in an administrative tyranny over com- 


said 


mon carriers by the use of temporary 
orders, and that irreparable 
might follow from 
arbitrary transitory in char- 
acter, if a review as to their legality 


damage 
unreasonable and 
orders, 





cannot be had before they are put into 
effect. 

This is especially true where a gp. 
called temporary order has the sam 
effect upon rights as any othe) 
the court said. 


rder, 


Vv 


Illinois Independent 
Gets Rate Hike 
Approval of new rates that will add 
an estimated $4,271 a year to revenues 
of the Odin (Ill.) Telephone Exchang: 
Co. was announced on Nov. 30 by the 
Illinois Commerce Commission. 
The company had originally 
an inerease of $5,953.86. 


asked 


The commission order came one day 
ahead of a scheduled sale of the Odi) 
Telephone Exchange Co. On Dee. 1 the 
Odin exchange and equipment becany 
the property of Carl Moore, Odin, ac- 
cording to a recent announcement bj 
Leo Breithaupt, former owner-man- 
ager. 

The rate boost will apply to the Sa 
Pocahontas exchanges, re- 
Breithaupt, and the Odi 
Moore. 


requires th 


doval and 
tained by 
exchange purchased by Mr. 

The 
company to raise employes’ wages im- 
mediately, and to recondition its plant 
and improve service within six months 


Vv 


Two Kansas Independents 
Granted Rate Increases 
Rate 
to the 
Farmers Telephone Co., St. George, | 


commission order 


increases have been grante 


Logan Telephone Co. and thi 
the Kansas Corporation Commission. 


Logan Telephone Co.: 


Vonth 
Business Rates 
SPRO-EYCY «wk icscses- i $4.19 
Re side nce 
COPE O 5.5.6 BS wes Sales 3.00 
fe a ee canes 2.51 
Rural 
° ) 
LO | assess 1.20 
Residence ...... sa Mens 2. 


SWICCHINGE «000602000. 5 8 1.00 


Farmers Telephone Co., Flush Exchange 
1] 


Or 


service........ $1 
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Ask Higher Rates to Cover 
New Minimum Wage 

Two Nebraska telephone companies 
Hunt, have applied! 
increased rates to take care of high 


All types of 


owned by E. C. 


operating costs which will resu't 
the application of the new 75-cent ft 
eral minimum wage rate. 

The Eastern Nebraska Telepho 
Co., Blair, has asked the Nebrass 
Railway Commission for authcrit) 
increase rates at its Osmund exchane 
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They Packed a Pole Line Into a Pipe 


Back in the eighties, telephone executives faced 
a dilemma. The public demanded more telephone 
service. But too often, OV erloaded telephone poles 
just couldn't carry the extra wires needed, and 
in cities there was no room for extra poles. Could 


wires be packed away in cables underground? 


Yes, but in those day s wires in cables wer'c 
only fair conductors of voice vibrations, good 
only for very short distances. Gradually cables 


were improved; soon every city call could travel 


underground; by the early 1900's even cities far 
apart could be linked by cable. 

Then Bell scientists went on to devise ways 
to get more service out of the wires. They evolved 
carrier systems which transmit 3, 12, or even 15 
voices over a pair of long distance wires. A co 
axial cable can carry 18 conversations or six 
television pictures. This is another product of 
the centralized research that means still better 


service for you in the future. 


BELL TELEPHONE LABOR ATOR EES ExpPlorinc AND INVENTING, 
DEVISING AND PERFECTING, FOR CONTINUED IMPROVEMENTS AND ECONOMIES IN TELEPHONE SERVICE 
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which will add $2,883 to annual reve- 
nues. It proposes to increase individual 
business: rates from $2.75 to $4.00, indi- 


vidual residence from $1.50 to $2.25, 
party residence from $1.40 to $2.00, 


rural from $1.50 to $2.25 and switching 
charges from $.416 to 75 cents. 

The Blair Telephone Co. applied to 
the commission for authority to in- 
crease rates at its exchanges at Blair, 
Kennard and Fort Calhoun. The ap- 


plication sets out that when the new 
federal minimum wage rate goes into 
effect in January, 25 of its employes 
will have their pay raised, some as 






















FAR 
rT RIDING 


report telephone 


percentages 


Are yo d 
directory acV 
ou how *o 


For t 


CALL LO 


MORE THAN | 
A TREND’ 


industry 
imentill the backlog 


mains : ° 
100 Loomis clie 


directory reve" 


than phy 


uy still trying ¢ 
ertising ¢ 
build good 


and increase YOU 


anit backed by - 1 
omis TODAY: 


TELEPHONE seve? 


high as 80 per cent, and that 85 per 
cent of the additional revenue will go 
into increased wages. 

The company asks that at its Blair 
exchange individual business rates be 
increased from $4.00 to $5.50, two- 
party business from $3.25 to $4.50; in- 
dividual residence from $2.25 to $3.25, 
two-party residence from $2.00 to $2.75, 


multi-party residence from $1.65 to 
$2.40, rural residence, metallic from 


$2.00 to $2.75 and grounded from $1.75 
to $2.25. At Fort Calhoun and Kennard 
it is proposed to increase the business 


rate from $3.00 to $4.00, individual 






t. bursting 


et 
nts 
ues 


constant. 


sical expansion 


\\ your own 
. 1. us show 
will . > 
r directory revenue- 
Loomis story 
ts and figures - °° 
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Gettle Bldg., FT. WAYNE, INDIANA 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 
UPPER DARBY (Phila.) PA. 


KANSAS CITY, MO. 
OMAHA, NEBR. 


residence from $1.75 to $2.50, two. 
party residence from $1.50 to $2.00 anq 
rural residence metallic from $2.0 to 


$2.15. 
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Associated Telephone Co. Sells 
$9,000,000 Bonds 

On Nov. 21, Telephone 
Co., Ltd., Santa Monica, Calif., sold t 
a group of headed by 
Halsey, Stuart & Co., Ine., C) cago. 
Ill., $9,000,000 principal 
First Mortgage Bonds, Series F, dye 
Nov. 1, 1979. The competitive bid ep 
tered by Halsey, Stuart & Co., Inc., pro 
vided for a coupon rate of 2% pe: 


Associated 
underwriters 


amount of 


i 


cent 
with a price to the company of 100.267] 
plus accrued interest, resulting in a 
cost to the company of 2.862 pe 
The offered to the 
at a 100.75 per cent of the 
principal amount plus accrued interest 
to date. 

The the net pro 
ceeds from the sale of the new 


cent 


bonds were publie 


price of 


company will use 
Series 
F Bonds for construction of additions 
to its plant, for improvement in service, 
to reimburse its treasury for 

expenditures previously made 

liquidate short-term bank loans. 


similat 


and t 


Vv 


Raise Illinois Company's Rates 

The 
Co., Springfield, was recently granted 
rate which will add an esti 
mated $408,000 to its annual 
Most of the new rates will 
Dec. 11. (TELEPHONY, May 


Illinois Commercial Telephone 
increases 
revenues 
become ef 
fective on 
14, p. 30.) 


Vv 


Hearing Date Changed 

The rate application of the Mountail 
States Telephone & Telegraph Co. wil 
be heard by the Idaho Public Utilities 
Dee. 19, 


Dec. 6 as previously scheduled 


Commission on rather t 


VV 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 


Kansas Corporation Commission 


Dec. 12: Hearing on applicat 
American Telephone Co., Abilene, 1 
permission to file a new rate schedui 
to be enforced on the effective dat 


Fair Labor Standards Amendments 0 
1949, regarding minimum wag 
Dec. 16: Hearing on applicat 


Co., baxtel 
ates 


Kansas State Telephone 
Springs, for authority to chang‘ 

Dec. 19: Hearings on applications 0 
Hewins (Kan.) Telephone Exchangt 
and Haviland (Kan.) Telepho Co. 
for authority to change rates. 

Dec. 20: Hearings on applications 0 
Council Grove (Kan.) Telepho Uo. 


TELEPHONY 











WO- 
and 


ixte 


ates 





and Belpre (Kan.) Telephone Co. for 
authority to change rates. 


New York Public Service Commission 
Dec. 9: Hearing on petition of Tri- 
State Associated Telephone Corp., Port 
Jervis, for authority to issue $100,000 
principal amount of 344 per cent mort- 
vage vonds. 


Oklahoma Corporation Commission 
Dec. 14: Continued hearing on appli- 
cation of several companies for an 
order similar to expired regulation U-2. 
Dec. 14: Hearing on application of 
McCurtain (Okla.) Telephone Co. for 


aut! ity to increase rates. 

De 14: Hearing on complaint of 
Seiling Chamber of Commerce against 
Western Light & Telephone Co., Kansas 
Citv. Kan., regarding improved service 

Dec. 15: Hearing on complaint of 
" () Cooper, Jr., against Shidle 
(Ok ) Telephone Co.’s Grainola ex 
change regarding Improved service, 

Dec. 16: Hearing on complaint of 
city of Yale against Southwestern As 
sociated Telephone Co., Lubbock, Tex. 
regarding improved service, 

Jan. 25: Hearing on application of 
esidents of Medford and other towns 
served by Southwestern Bell Telephone 
Co. for permanent restoration of free 

ites between Medford and _ six ex 
changes, Lexington and Puree! and 
Clinton and Arapaho. 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
Dee. 5: Hearing on application of 
Oconto (Wis.) Rural Telephone Co 
tor authority to increase rates. 

lec. 6: Hearing on application of 
lon Springs Telephone Co. for au 
hority to operate in Solon Spring's and 
Gordon and to furnish service and es 
tablish rates in Wascott. 


Dec. 6: Hearing on application of 
Viroqua (Wis.) Telephone Co. for au 
thority to increase rates. 

Dec. 7: Hearing on application of 
Amery (Wis.) Telephone Co. for au 
thority to increase rates. 


Dec. 8: Hearing on complaint of 
Marvin Treutel et al against Wood 
County Telephone Co., Wisconsin Rap 
ds, and Cranmoor (Wis.) Telephone 
egarding service. 





\ business man in a small town 
campaigning vigorously for elec- 
tion was congratulated for his 
civic spirit. “It’s not the money 
or the honor I want.” he = said, 
“but if I'm elected, I stand a 
good chance of getting a_tele- 


Phone put in my house.” 








crime-conscious clerk tele- 
Phoned police after “five suspi- 
cic men” left a fur shop in 
Lawrence, Mass. Squad cars 
but left 
aft the suspects showed their 


swarmed to the area 





creentials. They were federal 
rey nue agents. 








—_— 





DECEMBER 10, 1949 


KOPPERS 
CREOSOTE 





DECKING This car, with pressure 
14 YEARS 


tracked for its first decking repairs after 14 


creosoted decking, was side 


uninterrupted years of service. Usual life 


of untreated car decking is about 5 vears. 
Not only did pressure-creosoting cut main 
tenance costs; it prolonged the revenue- 


producing life of the car. 





POLES 
30 YEARS 


expectancy of more than go years. Pres 


On the average, Pressure 


sure-creosoting offers proved performance 
l 


and dependability. 


Creosoted Poles have a life 








PILES 
30 YEARS 


against decay and marine borers. Many 


Pressure-Creosoted Piles 
give unrivalled protection 


creosoted marine pilit installations are 


1g 
reported sound and serviceable after more 
than 30 years of use. Pressure-creosoting 


lowers maintenance costs. 





BRIDGES 
40 YEARS 


bridges which is still in use after more than 


This is one of several pres 
sure-creosoted timber 


10 years. The resistance of pressure-creo 
soted bridges to decay, year in and year 
out, assures uninterrupted service and low 
annual replacement costs 





TIES Pressure-creosoling pays off 
25 YEARS 


of pressure-creosoted ties (25 years isn't 


to railroads. The long life 


unusual) has cut replacement costs $88, 
500,00 annually 





y- All Standard Specifications 





SY 


)) 
Wil) 
HI} 











For All Types of Wood Preservation 


KOPPERS CREOSOTE 


KOPPERS COMPANY, INC. * Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 
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TOLL TICKETS 


2-A OUT 1-L OUT 
2-B IN 





STANDARD FORMS 
FOR EVERY 
PURPOSE 


SPECIAL FORM 
PRINTING TO 
YOUR ORDER 


THE WESTWOOD PRESS 


DEPT. G, NEWTON, IOWA 
% J 








What Counts in Cords 


©@ Tinsel that won't break! 


© Braid that won't fray! 


@ Insulation that won't leak! 





ol MOISTURE-PROOF ae | 


These are top-quality features 


that you find in all 


MOISTURE-PROOF 
RUNZEL CORDS 


A complete stock on hand at 
SUTTLE EQUIPMENT CO. 











DEPEND ON 


SUTTLE 











Elkhart Exchange Has Two 
Standby Electric Plants 
The modern home of the 
Associated Telephone Co. of Elkhart 
for giving continuous 
service. The accompanying photo shows 
the installation of two 75 kw, 120/208 
volt, three-phase “U. S.” electric plants 
built by the United States Motors 
Corp., Oshkosh, Wis. These gasoline 
units, operated in parallel, will furnish 
power of interrupted 
from the power and light company. A 


ek 


Indiana 


has provisions 


in case service 


three-to-seven-second change-over can 


be made automatically with these units. 

The United States Motors Corp. has 
the 
and developing its entire line of engine 


spent past two years redesigning 


driven generating units. The results of 
this program to be of 
user because 


have proved 
extreme value to the end 
of greater efficiency of both the engine 
the 
have 


and generator, and also electric 


switch gear. Dimensions been 
kept at a minimum and design features 
have incorporated for 


to company 


in- 
offi- 


been easier 


stallation, according 
cials. 


VV 


Graybar Announces 
Branch Changes 

C. S. Powell has been appointed St. 
district manager for the Gray- 
Electric Co., effective Dec. 1, it 
was announced recently by A. H. Nicoll, 
company president. He will assume 
the duties vacated by R. W. Kimberlin 
who moves to San Francisco as district 


Louis 
bar 


manager. 

Mr. Powell’s company career began 
ago when he started in the 
student course. His entire service has 
been spent in sales work. 


35 years 


Mr. Kimberlin, a native of the San 
Francisco area, will assume the duties 
vacated by J. P. Carson who is retiring 
on service pension Jan. 1. 

He has been with the company 
years having started his Graybar ca- 


99 


me 


eer 


clerk. Twenty-four years of his servic 
have been spent in the San Francise 
district where he 


ranks having 


man, 


been 


department 


merchandise manager and brancl 


ager before 


Louis as district 


being 


advanced through the 
successively sales 
manager, district 
mat 

transferred St 


manager. 
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P. Wall Company Issues 


New Catalog 


The complete line of soldering pr 
ucts made by the P. Wall Manufactur- 


a 


& 





: 
ae SINCE 1889 


NATCO 


CLAY CONDUIT 


The proved and standard 


Protection 
Telephone 


for Underground 
Cables. 


Cheapest in the long run. 
Highest quality and a full 
line of shapes. 


National Fireproofing Corp. 


202 E. OHIO STREET, N. S. 
: j PITTSBURGH, PA. 


TELEPHONY 





in San Francisco as a sales record 


d- 






















D 








cord 


a’ ice 


the 
iles- 
trict 


nal 


NY 


ing Co., 213 Erie St., Grove City, 
Pa, and its new division, Harmic Mfg. 
(Co, also of Grove City, is described 
in the new Wall catalog. 


These products include gasoline and 
yerosene blow torches, self-generating 


alcohol blow torches, electric soldering 
ions, solder, splicer’s furnaces, paraf- 
fn supplies, and compound kettles. Also 
lescribed are Wall oilers, grease buck- 
ets, shop torches, and steel gongs and 
shells. 


Vv 


New Multi-Use Bend Sections 
For Orangeburg Conduit 
Orangeburg Mfg. Co., Inc., 
f Orangeburg electrical conduit, 
recently announced new multi-use bend 
sections which make for great flexibility 
n field installations 
lelay. 


makers 
has 


minimum 


with 





TRANS FORMATION 
OF CONDUIT LINES FROM SIDE 
BY SIDE POSITIONS 
TO VERTICAL POSITION 





bends solve the 


These 


problem for 


transformations, obstruc- 


‘roSsS-OVers, 


tions, and special radius applications 


m the job. 


Bends are made from short lengths 


f straight 
ffset male 


conduit with 
joints tooled at 


of two and one-half degrees 


Orangeburg 
and female 
an angle 


resulting in a bend section of five de- 
grees, 

By joining sections together (or used 
individually) various degrees and 


length bends, offsets and spirals can be 
assembled on the Flexibility offers 
unlimited use possibilities, the company 
states. 

Available for 
conduit 


job. 


standard 
diameters of 2, 3, 4, 442, 5 and 
6 ins. inclusive. New illustrated 
thure can be obtained by writing 
Vrangeburg Mfg. Co., 
burg, N. Y. 


Orangeburg 


bro- 


Inc., Orange- 


a 








Cable Splicing—Repairing—Cable Plant 
Construction 

We are equipped to spin aerial cable— 

Trenching for underground installation. 
We can help you picn your plant needs— 
48 years of experience with skilled help. 
WILTON ELECT. & TELEPHONE CONT. CO. 

ilton Junction, lowa 


Telephone 21 Andy Mueller 








Cedar Poles 
THE MAC GILLIS & GIBBS CO. 


1615 E. Royall Place, Milwaukee 2, Wis. 
* . 
Northern White and Western Red Cedar 
Creosote and Penta Treatments 











COMMUNICATION ENGINEERS 


TELEPHONE SYSTEM INSTALLATIONS 
AUTOMATIC—MANUAL—CARRIER 
ENGINEERING and INSTALLATIONS 


ANYWHERE 


929 Lansdale El Monte, California 











ATLANTIC 
Creosoting Co., inc., 17 Battery Pi., N. ¥. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms .. Conduit 
PLANES AND cones 

New Orleans, Inckoen, Tena. Bosten, Mase. 
Winafleld ‘ta. Loulsvilile, ‘Miss. New ¥ 


ork, N. Y. 
Nerfelk, Savannah, Ga. Philadeiphia, Pa. 
Annapotic, Md. Chicago, tll. 











SPECIALIZED COLLECTION SERVICE 
for telephone companies (Since 1926) 
on delinquent and charged off 
accounts 
No Advance Fee Required 


COMMERCE SERVICE CORPORATION 
Lewis Tower, Phila. 2, Pa. Telo. PE 5-4736 














POLES 


CREOSOTED SOUTHERN YELLOW PINE 
LOW RESIDUE COAL TAR DISTILLATE 


“Truck Delivery Our Specialty” 
THE BAKER WOOD PRESERVING COMPANY 


P.O. BOX 355 MARION, OHIO 











UTILITY REALIZATION CORP. 


specializing exclusively in 
collection of past due accounts 
for Public Utility Companies 
Inquiries Solicited 
13th & Wainut Sts. Phila. 7, Pa. 











CYRUS G. HILL 
ENGINEERS 
ALLEN K. HAMILTON 


PLANT — TRAFFIC — COMMERCIAL 
VALUATIONS AND ORIGINAL COST 


231 S. LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO 4 











THE AMERICAN APPRAISAL 


COMPANY 
INVESTIGATIONS © VALUATIONS 


REPORTS 
CHICAGO e@ MILWAUKEE @ NEW YORK 
WASHINGTON e@ And Other Principal Cities 





SLOAN, COOK & LOWE 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Sopentenie—-Ciiaal | Cost Studies 
Depreciation, neial, and Other 
Inves gations 

















RATE CASE STUDIES 


HERDRICH BOGGS and CO. 


Certified Public Accountants 
803 Electric Building 








INDIANAPOLIS 4, IND. 





G. LOUIS WELLER 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 
1203 Nineteenth Street, Northwest 
Washington 6, D. C. STerling 1122 


Forty-seven years Bell System, terminating as 
Assistant Chief Engineer, Washington, D. C. 
Feltew American Institute of Electrical Engineers 
Member American Institute of Consulting Engineers 














A linesman in Roxobel, N. C.. 
thought he was lucky to be up a 
telep!ione pole when he needed to 
call for help. He didn’t realize he 
had -limbed 
pole ntil he saw the big German 
shep! crd dog 
below him. 


someone’s favorite 


standing guard 








859 eer. 








CONSTRUCTION—MAINTENANCE 
and REPAIR 


of outside telephone plant, open wire line or 
cable; large or small. Fully equipped. Prepare 
outside telephone plant layouts. Write or call: 


H. GEMAR'S ELECTRIC SERVICE 
Alpine Rd. Lodi, Calif. Telephone 67J1 





EXPANSION PROBLEMS 
WOOD & ASSOCIATES 


Management Engineers 
1346 CONNECTICUT AVE., NW 
WASHINGTON 46, D. C. 
TELEPHONE HU. 6267 
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pLISTS O Cnt Wi Year 
TELEPHONE FORMS 


PRINTING © PLANOGRAPHING 
YOUR ORDERS RECEIVE FROMPT ATTENTION 


O fae ike), & GHERTNER CO. 


600 2ist AVE., NASHVILLE 4, TENN. 






SPEC/ 





SPECIFY 
BLACKBURN 
A-1 Ground Clamps 
Fit ¥%" to 114A" Pipe 


ASK YOUR JOBBER 


BLACKBURN SPECIALTY CO. 
6525 EUCLID AVE. CLEVELAND 3, OHIO 




















CLASSIFIED SECTION 


Rates 15 cents per word payable in advance. Minimum charge $3.00 for 20 words or less. 





_ FOR SALE 


FIVE REMINGTON RAND RO- 
TARY FILES with a capacity of 34,- 
400 line inserts in each file—excellent 
condition. Richmond Home Telephone 
Co., Ine., Richmond, Ind. 





Wall, many handset, magneto tele- 
phones and ringer boxes for modern 
desk handset phones. Just out of serv- 
ice. Reasonable. Peninsula Telephone 
Company, Forks, Washington. 





A. E. type 50 Wall Telephones, ex- 
cellent condition—less dial $14.50; 
with dial $17.50. 

Handsets FIAWS W. E. 
new $4.95. 

W. E. E. Series > ~e rebuilt and 
guaranteed $3.00 E 

A. E. or Kellogg "“Metnate rebuilt 
with latest type capsule units and 
new cotton cord @ $3.95 Ea. 

101-A Federal Two Wire Applique 
(brand new) $19.95 Ea. 

Repeater EE99-T3—$14.50 Ea. 

Power Supply for Telephone Repeater 
EE99-T3 @ $9.95. 

EE-8 Field Tele ry gamed handles) 
guaranteed @ 

Federal Desk no ameel No. 803 @ 
$10.50. 

Jacks—10 to a strip—$3.00 Ea. 

Switchboard Lamps (all voltages)— 
10c Ea. 

B Drop Wire Clips 
$1.50. 

Kellogg weatherproof Outside Tele- 
phone—$18.50 Ea. 


TERMS: Cash with order—FOB Brooklyn 


EASTERN TELEPHONE CO. 


320—18th St., Brooklyn 15, N. Y. 


rebuilt like 


AT&T—50 for 





FOR SALE 





Immediate shipment. Pole brackets, 
crossarms, hardware. Wire: drop, 
emergency. Test-sets, coils, condens- 
ers, telephones. Hundreds of items. 
Elfvin Products, Flemington, N 


Four MAGNETO EXCHANGES with ap- 
proximately 900 accounts in rich farm- 
ing district in Iowa. Exchanges con- 
centrated in one trade area. Ideal set 
up for small operation. Write Box No. 
2845, c/o TELEPHONY. 


Two SMALL EXCHANGES three miles 
apart—one Automatic, one Magneto lo- 
eated in central Minnesota. Terms. 
Reason for selling—old age. Write Box 
No. 2844, c/o TELEPHONY. 


Magneto Exchange be- 
tween Memphis and Nashville, Tenn., 
on U. S. Highway No. 70. Pay roll 
town with orders on hand for 100 sta- 
tions. Priced for immediate sale at 
$23,000—the gross income for one year, 
with $10,000 down. Must sell because 
of other interests. Call or write J. L. 
Reynolds, Brucetown, Tenn. 


375 Station 





TERMINAL BOXES 


47—10 Pr.-Terminal Boxes @ $2.50 Ea. 
Limited Quantity 
Write... Wire... Telephone 


BROWN-STRAUSS CORPORATION 
P.O. Box 78 L.D. 169 Kansas City 10, Mo. 














RECONDITIONED 


MAGNETO TELEPHONES 
WESTERN ELECTRIC CO. 


WALL SETS — DESK BOXES 


TWO- THREE- OR FIVE-BAR GENERATORS 
1000 OHM—2500 OHM OR HIGH IMPEDANCE RINGERS 


DESK STANDS 


1020-AL OR 1051-AL (DIAL BLANKED) 
PROMPT DELIVERY 


ASK FOR CIRCULAR 1147-A 


BUCKEYE TELEPHONE AND SUPPLY CO. 


COLUMBUS 6, OHIO 








POSITION WANTED 


a 


Wire Chief—or Plant and Censtrye. 
tion Foreman. Three years’ experience 
in supervisory capacity with Pre-Arm 
electronics experience. Write Hegedus, 
475 Fifth Avenue, New York 17, N. Y 





PLANT SUPERINTENDENT OR 
MANAGER, in Central Western 
States. Am retiring from Bell System, 
Experience in installation and mainte. 
nance of central office equipment. Spe- 
cialist in Automatic Dial System and 
circuit engineering. Full knowledge of 
all outside plant maintenance; cable 
trouble locating. Can train and teach 
new men. Write Box No. 2849, e/o 
TELEPHONY. 





HELP WANTED 


WANTED—EXPERIENCED STA- 
TION INSTALLERS, LINEMEN and 
CABLE SPLICERS. Write: Neale 
Construction Co., Inc., 482 W. Crane 

Topeka, Kan. 


EXPERIENCED ll 
office men. Please state 
salary expected. Write 

») TELEPHONY. 


relay central 
reference and 
Box No. 2851, 


ENGINEERS with five or 
years experience in the 
appraisal of telephone 
Box No. 2850, c/o 


more 
inventory and 
property. Write 
TELEPHONY. 


TELEPHONE MEN with five or 
more years experience in the inventory 
and appraisal of telephone property— 
particularly pole lines, aerial cable and 
underground conduit and cable. Give 
complete experience and_ salary ex 
pected. The National Appraisal Co, 
50 E. Broad St., Columbus 15, Ohio. 





WANTED TO BUY 


TOLL 
to 10 
price. 


SWITCHBOARD. Can use up 
positions. State condition and 
Write Box 2847, c/o TELEPHONY. 


PBX CORDLESS SWITCHBOARD, 
common battery. 
10; also extra equipment fo! 
Bohnsack Bros. Co., Germantow 


same. 
n, N. Y. 
150 W. E. 5 H. Dials; 150 W. E. Fl 
x am aier Capsules; 150 W. E. HAl 
Receiver Capsules. State price. Con- 3m 
tact: Public Service Telephone Co. of é 
Montrose, Montrose, Mich. 


a 


SERVICES AVAILABLE 
S] TING 





HOLE DIGGING & POLE 
LINE MOVING 
teasonable Rates—Satisfactio! 
anteed. Work in Southern 5t 
licited. 
John W. 


Gual- 


Packer, Prior Lake, Mim. 


Tel.—4000 
TELEPHONY 








Either a 2—6 or o—-@ 


tes So- § 


